1150 Rabbit Invasion.

Legistative E€ouncil,
Wednesday, 24th August, 1898.

Papers presented—Return moved : (ioldfields
lands Sales and Municipal Grants—
Question: Rabbit Invasion—Question :
Railway Delivery of Machinery at the
Boulder—Question: Kalgootlie Railway
Time Table—Warrants for Goods Indorse-
ment Bill, third reading—Fire Brigades
Bill, second reading—Heturn ordered (as
amended): Agricultural Bank, Loans Gran-
ted—Divorce Amendment and Extension

Bill, second reading, debate resumed—
Wines, Beer, and Spirit Sale Act
Amendment  Bill, firss reading —
Jury Bill, in Committee; want of

a Quorum—Adjournment.

The PresipexT took the chair at 4.3¢
o’clock, p.m.

PrATERS,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Coolgardie Water Supply Scheme, Re-
turn of expenditure, asordered, Electors
for Legislative Council, Return of num-
ber, as ordered. Geological Survey, Re-
pors for 1897. .

RETGRN: GOLDFIELDS LAND SALES
AND MUNICIPAL GRANTS,

Hox. H. G. PARSONS moved, that a
return be laid upon the table of the House
-—(1) Showing the total amount received
by the Government to date as the pro-
ceeds of land sales, including town lots
and residence areas, at Coolgardie, Kal-
goorlie, and the Boulder. (2) The amount
erapted to the aforesaid municipalities in
roapect of subsidies, including all grants
to health boards, progress committees,
and adjacent roads boards. This return
was asked for, he said, as a matter of
public infrrmation on the fields, where
it was pot quite known how the various
places stond in the matter of wgrants,
and in a financial way generallv.
He believed that some parts of the fields
had almost more than their share of
nublic money ; and, at any rate, it was
hetter to know the exact position.

QUESTION : RABBIT TNVASION.

Hox. R G. BURGES asked the
{olonial Seccretary if the Government
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were taking any active steps to stop the
krown invasion of rabbits into the settled
portions of the colony.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) replied : —The Commissioner
of .Crown Lands informs me that Mr.
Page was sent out to inspect and report
on the question of invasion by rabbits,
and be is now making his report, which
Wi have to be considered before any de-
cisive steps are taken. A report of what
hazs been done up to the present was
made and laid before Parliament.

QUESTION: RAILWAY DELIVERY (OF
MACHINERY AT THE BOULDER,

Hox. H. G. PARSONS asked the
Colonial Secretary :—1, Whether the
Railway Department would undertake
that, in all future cases where machinery
is offered for consignment to stations be-
tween Kalgoorlie and the Boulder, the
gsame would be accepted? 2, Whether
the Department would undertake that
an, adequate crane should, in all cases, he
available for the delivery of such machi-
nery{

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
. Randell) renlied : —1, Yes, in accord-
ance with the regulations. 2, Ne
stotionarv crane is provided.  Special
arrangements may be made with the Dis-
trict Superintendent, Kalgoorlie, to sup-
plv cranes as they are required.

Q - ESTION: KALGOORLIE RATLWAY
TIME TABLE.

Hoy. H. G. PARSONS asked the
Colonial Secretary : —Whether, in view
of the fact that the present mail delivery
at Kalgoorlie involves the delay of an up-
necessary day in replying to letters. the
Government would re-adjust the railway
tima table?

The COLONIAw SECRETARY (Hon.
(. Randell) replied : —The new time table
having so recentlv cune into operation.
the Governiuent have no intention at pre-
sent of making anv alteration therein.

WARRANTS FOR I(I;T%(])DS INDORSEMEN'T

Bill read a third time, and passed.

FIRE BRIGADES BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
. Randell), in moving the second reading,
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said: I have locked carefully over this
Bill two or three times, and I am fully
seized with all its provisions, and I shall
endeavour to lay them before hon. mem-
bers as clearly as I possibly can. This
Bill has been taken very largely from the
Yirc Brigades Act of South Australia.
There are one or two clauses which
have been taken from the Queensland Act.
I may say—judging from the report I
have before me on the operations of the
Fire Brigade Board of South Australin—
thal if such a board is brought into exis-
tence here, and work of the description
pointed out in this report carried out in
this colony, there will be reazon for us to
be satisfied with the intreduction of & Bill
of this kind. It is desirnble that a law of
this sort should be established, and pro-
vision made for the control and inanage-
ment of Fire Brigades. I think that
admite of little doubt, when we remember
the correspondence that has taken place
in the newspapers of recent date. I be-
lieve hon. members will be glad to have
an opportunity of discussing a Bill of this
description and of passing it into law, be-
lieving as I do that it will operate ‘benefi-
cially in the interests of the citizens gene-
rauy. The Bill in the first place is in-
tended to apply to the municipality of
Verth, but it ma» be extended by the re-
quest of other municipalities, throughout
the colony, from tine to time.

Hox. D K. Covenox: It is not com-
pulsory, then?

Tne COLONIAL SECRETARY: [
think, if T remember’ rightly, from my
reading of this Bill, that the provisions of
the measure may be extended at the re-
quest of the municipalities. The fourth
clause, if the hon. member will leck at it,
wi'l supply him with an answer. ‘The
Gavernor, on the recommendation of the
council of any municipality, and on being
sativfied that an efficient fire brignde has
beer enrolled in such municipality, mav
accept the services of such fire brigade ”
The word "may” is used and not “ghall.”
By this Bill a central authority is estab-
lished. I may mention here that the
superintendent will have control of the
Perth Brigade, and he will on certain
occasions have the contrel of all other fire
brigades established in the colony. Tt
wiil be easy to understand that at o fire
the chief officer should superintend all
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other officers present. This is desirable,
as we cannot have two heads of a fire bri-
gade acting at a fire, in the same way as
1t would be impossible to have two com-
manders in charge of an army. Clause 6
is rather an important clause, inasmuch
as it provides for the sonstitution of the
board. The board is to consist of seven
mentbers; three are to be nominated by
the councils of the municipalities; three
by the insurance companies, and one by
the Governor. There are some other provi-
sions in the same clause, but I need not
refer to them now., Clause 10 provides
the scale on which votes are to be given
according to premiums held in the colony
hy the different insurance companies. 1
think it will be found to be en an equit-
able basis. Clause 14 makes it the dutv
oi the board to provide for the extinguish-
ment of fires. Clause 15 deals with che
mectings of the board, and clause 16
allows the board to acquire pro-
perty, and by clause 18 the hoaed
is allowed to berrow for the
purposes of carrying out the operations
of the board.  Clauge 19, provides for the
formation of brigades and all the neces-
sary equipment, ete.; and by clause 20
power is given to make by-laws for the
carrying out of the various duties, and
for the eflicient control of the officers and
men under the board. The board must
alsm, by elause 22, furnish an annual re-
port, by clause 2£ it may establish a
salvage corps, and by clause 25 recognise
brigndes formed by various insurance
companies.  Clause 26 provides for the
reristration and control of velunteer fire
brigades. Then clauses 27 to 41 set out
in full the powers and duties of the super-
intendent or the captain, as the case may
be. I may point out to hon. members
that those powers are very large indeed.
Very extensive powers are given to the
superintendent to carry out his duties.
I could not enumerate them all, hut they
are emhraced in the clruses from 27 to
41. From my reading of the Bill T
eather that all these powers are neces
sary for the efficient enrrving out of the
fire brizade.  Clause 43 provides for
the contributions for the unkeep of the
board.

Towards the annual expenditure, as estimated

by the Brard. in establishing and maintaining
fire brigades in each municipality, and for the
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purposes of this Act the following contributions
shall be made, thet is to say:—(1.) 'I'he
Colonial Treasurer shall pay to the board out
of the consolidated revenue & sum of money
equal to one-ninth of such expenditure; (2.}
The fire insurance companies carrying on busi-
ness in the municipalitv shall pay to the board
a sum of money equal to four-ninths of such
expenditure ; and (3 ) the councils of the muni-
cipalities shall pay to the board a sum of money
equal to four-ninths of the expenditure.

I notice this differs somewhat fromn the
contributions in the other colonies. The
(Government here have evidently come
off a little better. T do not see why the
municipalities and the insurance com-
panies chould not contribute towards the
upkeep of the fire brigades, for these are
more a municipal than a Government in-
atitution.

Hox. D. K. Coxapox: There are a
good many Government buildings in most
of the municipalities,

Twe COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clause makes provicion for that. There
is a clause that the owners of property
should pay for the cost of the fire bri-
gndes when called upon, and the Govern-
ment is included in that, but I am not
quite sure. The Government in the first
instance have to advance the money to
the fire brigades, and this amount has to
be deducted from the contributions they
may afterwards have to pay for the up-
keep of the fire brirades. Clause 44
nrovides for returns beinz furniched by
insurance companies, and the board and
the companies are to make these returns
under penalties fixed by the clause. The
returns, however, are to Dbe kept secret
bv those to whom they are sent; there-
fore the business done hy the insurance
companies will not become public pro-
perty, nor will the returns be available to
other institutions for the purposes of
competition.

Hox. J. W. Hacgrerr: Suppose an in-
surance comnanv declines to pay?

Tre COT.ONIAL SECRETARY: I as
sume the Bill provides for the enforce-
ment of the contributions. T will draw
attention to clause 47, which says:—

The amount of any contribution payable
under this Act by anv municipalitv {other than
the municipality of Perth) mav, if necessarv,
ke raised by the council of surh municipalitv
bv inerersing the general rate for the wvear
following the pavment of such contribution hy
such a sum in the ponnd as shall be sufficient
to provide the amount.
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Hox.F. M. Stoxg: Clause 48 also bears
oa the point.

Tue COLOXNIAL: SECRETARY: I
thank the hon. member for the interjec-
tion. Clause 43 provides:

The amount of any contribution payable un-
der this Act may be recovered by action or in

a summary manner before two justices of the
peace in petty sessions.

Hox~. J. W. Hackerr: There might be
some objection in connection with insur-
ance companies doing buginess.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : I may
perhaps in Committee answer the hon.
mentber, and I would rather that he asked
me the question then. Clauses 51 oo
wards deal with miscellaneous matters.
A fire brigade may be employed on special
service, and the police have to attend at
fires ; and T may mention that the police
are to be under the control of the super-
intendent at all fires, which is a very
necessary and useful provision.  Then
turncocks nre to attend fires. Some difi-
culty has oceurred, as hon. members are
aware, in the City of Perth in finding the
fireplugs, and, 1 am very happy to say,
under one clause of this Bill, that fire-
plugs are to be done away with, and
stand-pipes are to be erected in their
place. That will prevent the difficulty
which has frequently oceurred, and which
has caused losses of property in Perth in
the past. Then there are provisions to
prevent persons wilfully covering up fire-
plugs. There are also a number of small
matters, but all important in their various
places, so that we may have a full and
efficient fire brizade service. Inoneclause
in this Bill there is a pennlty of imprison-
ment, without the option of a fine, for a
period not exceeding two years, for tam-
pering with the fire-alarms and the signal-
ling apparatus. The clause says:

Any person who tampers or interferes with
any fire alarm or other signalling apparatvs,
or gives o false alarm of fire, shall be liable for
the first offence to a penalty not exceeding
Five pounds or seven days’ imprisanment, and
for anv such suhsequent offence shall be liable
to imprisonment for a period not exceeding two
vears, with or without hard labour, and with-
out the option of a fine.

Clause 69 provides for the distribution of
charges which may be made in certain
instances. In the case of uninsured houses
or huildings. according to sub-section (#).
i the owner has to pay in one case, and the
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owner of the personal property has to pay
in the oth.r, According to clause 61, the
owner of the house has to give the infor-
mation in reference to the insurance of
the building. A question that the fire
brigades always ask now, when there has
been n fire, is, “Where is the property
insured?” and, in accordance with this
clause, the owner of the house or pro-
perty ig compelled to give an answer to
the question. There is a provision in
clause 62 which is useful:

Any damage done to property occasioned by

any fire bripade, or by the superintendent or
any members of any brigade, shall be deemed
to be damage by fire within the meaning of any
policy of insurance against fire covering the
property se damaged.
1 think that a useful provision, and it
seems to be an equitable one. I think at
present that a policy of an insurance com-
pany covers all damage. Clause 64 pro-
vides for an inquest; a very necessary
provigion, I think, when we remember
gsome of the fires which have occurred in
Perth and elsewhere. Clause 65 provides
for an officer of the board entering and
remaining in charge of buildings where a
fire has occurred.  All actions to be
brought against the board must be com-
meneed within six months, “and no action
ghall be commenced or process issued
against the Doard, or against any person,
for anything done. or purporting to have
been done, under this Act until notice in
writing of such intended action or pro-
cess has been delivered at the office of the
Lboard.” I do not think I need go into
any of the remaining clauses of the Bill.
The measure has been drawn very care-
fully, and I see nothing in the Act on read-
ing it through—and I have some little
knowledge of the subject—to object to.
I move the second reading of this Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Hox. D. K. CONCIZON moved that the
committes stage of the Bill be deferred
for & week. The representatives of Fre-
mantle desired to ascertain the opinions
of the fire brigades on the proposed legis-
lation, before the Bill was dealt with in
Committee,

Motion put and passed.
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RETURN: AGRICULITuHRAL BANK,
LOANS GRANTED.

Debate resumed on the motion of the
How. R. G. Burers, moved on the previous
day, as follows: —"That & return be laid
on the table of the House—(1.} Giving
the names of all applicants who have re-
ceived money by loan from the agricul-
tural Bank ; (2.) The amount paid to each
applicant ; (3.) The amount atill due to
each applicant. (4.) Do they reside in
the colony? (B.) If not, where?

Hon, R. G. BURGES asked why the
order of the day for the resumption of the
debate on his motion had been placed last
on the list. The order of the day was
first in the list on the previous day.

Tee PRESIDENT explained that the
usual practice had been followed, 1n plac-
ing the adjourned order of the day at the
bottom of the next day’s list.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY said he
moved the adjournment of the debate on
the previous evening, with the view of as-
sisting the mover (Mr. Burges) to re-
consider the proposal. Perhaps that hon.
member was now willing to withdraw the
motion, and introduce another proposal
later on.

How. R. G. Burees : No; certainly not.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
would be exceedingly inadvisable for the
Government to supply the names of the
applicants and other particulars, and no
good could be accomplished by euch a
course. From the question asked by Mr.
Burges, as to why his notice of motion ap-
peared at the bottom of the list, it was,
perhaps, sought to attach some blame to
himeelf. As a fact, however, he had no-
thing to do with the arrangement of the
Notice Paper, which was entirely in the
hands of the President. .

Hon. R. G. BURGES said he had not
mentioned the name of the Colonial Secre.
tary in connection with the position ce-
cupied by the notice of the motion on the
list.

Horx. F. M. STONE moved, as an
amendment, that all the words after
“Louse,” in the second line, be struck out,
and the following inserted in lieu thereof :
“Showing the amounts paid to applicants
outside the colony by the Agricultural
Bank.” There was no doubt the Houss
ought to be placed in possession
of the names of borrowers residing
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out of the colony. The object of
the Agricultural Bank was to settle
people on the land, and money wag
advanced to enable people to clear and
cultivate the land. If speculators who
came from outside the colony bought land
and got advances from the Agricultural
Bank on that land, the whole object of the
bank, a8 originally understood, was done
away with. It was easy to go to the Titles
Office, where the fact could be ascertained
who the persons were who had received
advances from the Agricultural Bank ; and
he could not see what objection there
could be to baving the proposed return
laid on the table.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: The House
had no more right to ask the Agricultyral
Bank for the names of the persons to
whom money had been advanced than to
agk for gimilar returns from other banks
in the city. The publication of such a
return might do & lot of harm to the credit
of a number of people; and Mr. Burges’s
object could have been attained had he
asked whether persons residing outside
the colony had received advances from the
Agricultural Bank, and, if so, to what
amount. It was not a fair thing to ask
for the names. It must be remembered
that the money advanced was bound to be
spent in the colony.

Hor. H. G. PARSONS : The Housge had
been semewhat misled by the argument of
certain members, that the names of bor-
rowers of banks should not be disclosed.
Surely there was & distinction between
transactions with a privaie bank and trans-
actions with the nation through the Agri-
cultural Bank. The people of the country
were practicslly lending the money, and
their representatives had a right to know
the names of the borrowers. The money
was lent for the purpose of settling people
on the soil, and Parliamentary representa-
tives ought certainly to know the naimnes of
these persons. There was something
mysterious about the position assumed by
some hon. members, which might indicate
hole-and-corner transactions that were not
in the public interest. If the object of the
Agricultural Bank was io settle people on
the soil, and if people residing out of the
colony were deriving benefits from the
bank, and if members were justified in
believing that a great many people resi-
dent in Perth who had never gone near
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the soil had been using the funds of the
nation, then any attempt at concealment
was unworthy of the House and unworthy
of hon. members who were assisting con-
cealment,

Hon. F. T. CrowpEr: There was &
Government to do the business for the
people.

Hon. H. G. PARSONS: But the people
ought to know with whom they were deal-
ing.  There was nothing about transac-
tions with the Land Bank which would
damage @ man's eredit or of which a man
need be ashamed,

How. A. P. MATHESON said he would
certainly support the motion, and he en-
tirely agreed with the views expressed
by Mr. Burges and Mr. Parsons on the
subject. Money was placed at the dis-
posal of this Bank for the purpose
of promoting settlement, and his personal
view was that the money should not be
lent to persons residing outside the
colony. It had been said that it would
be exceedingly inconvenient if the names
of the borrowers were published, and
that it would mean a breach of trust on
the part of the Government. But if
the borrower was unwilling that his name
should come before the public, and was
conscious that there was n risk of the
names being published year by year, he
certainly would not borrow. The Gov-
ernment Gazette in guch instances did not
gshow the amounts borrowed, but showed
the names of the borrowers, and amongst
these he had noticed names of men who
had taken up land from the Government
and who had apparently pledged their
leases to the Agricultural Bank. Amongst
the names were those of men residing in
Melbourne and Sydney and other places
on the other side, and the Agricultural
Bank was treated in exactly the game way
as the New South Wales Bank, the Western
Australian Bank, and other financial in-
gtitutions which appeared to have Ient
very largely on land in Western Austra-
lia. He failed to see, even if the names
were published of borrowers in the colony,
any v-ry great harm would be done.

How. R. G. BURGES said he must ex-
press his opinion on the remarks which
had fallen from the Colonial Secretary.
He esteemed the Colonial Secretary, and
was one who congratulated him on as-
suzing the position of the Leader of the
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House, He (Mr. Burges) would not
flatter himself, but he had been before
his constituents this year, and had been
re-slected, although another man was put
up by the Government to oppose him.

Tne PresipeNT: There was no ques-
tion before the House about elections.
The question was whether the return
moved for should be laid on the table.

Hox. R. G. BURGES said he would not
have referred to the matter again had
he not felt that the Colonial Secretary
moved the adjournment of the debate
on the previous day in order that the
question might oot be brought forward
again.

Trn CovroniaL SECRETARY : That was not
80.
Hox. R. G. BURGES said he always
supported the Government in endesvour-
ing to obtain a proper expression of
opinion on all subjects brought up, but
when he found the Leeder of the House
trying to burke a question, he hoped
hon. members would do their duty
and insist on having the matter fully ven-
tilated. He asked leave to withdraw his
motion.

Ter PRESIDENT pointed out thet if
the motion were withdrawn, the amend-
ment moved by Mr. Stone would not be
put, and that there would be nothing
before the House.

Hon. R. G. Buncees said in that case
he would allow the motion to stand.

How. C. A. PIESSE said he was against
the principle of the Agricultural Bank
lending money to people outside the
colony, but he was equally against the
principle of giving the names of those
persons to whom money had been lent.
He was astonished to hear hon. members
advocating the public exposure of what
ought to be one of the most secret mat-
ters. The original motion covered cases of
men who had already their fee-simple, and
who did not lease any land belonging to
the Crowa ; and no doubt many borrowers
outside the colony had their land in fee
simnle, and were justified in borrowing on
that land under the Act. Mr. Burges
should simply have asked the question as
to whether it was a fact that moneys were
lent to residents outside the colomy, and
the informetion supplied would have en-
abled him to submit a motion, such as
it was to be hoped would yet be rub-
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mitted, protesting against outside ad-
vances by the bank.

Hox. R. 5. HAYNES said he saw no ob-
jection, o the motion submitted by Mr.
Burges; and in his opinion the amend-
ment wag too narrow. It was considered
that if the motion were carried there
would be divulged secrets which a bank
should never divulge with reference to
the customers ; but there was no analogy
between a private bank and the Agri-
cultural Bank. I a man pledged his
land, the fact was registered in the
Registrar’s office, and anyone could ses the
register on payment of a fee of 1s ; but if a
man went and borrowed money from the
Apgricultural Bank, no person could find
out what he owed.

How. C. A. Pmsse: Yes; the informa-
tion could be obtained in the same way
for 1s.

Howx. R. S, HAYNES : That was not the
case, beoause such advances were not re-
gistered.

Hox, F. T. CrowpEr: The information
could be got at the Lands Titles Office.

Hown. R. S. HAYNES : No, the informe-
tion could not be got there. If the land
on which the money was lent was not free-
hold, but under conditional! purchase,
there was no record in the Lands Titles
Office.

Hox. F. M. Srone: It was recorded in
the Lands Office as transferred to the
bank. .

How. R. 8. HAYNES: There was no
right of gearch there. A person might
write to the Uommissioner of Crown
Lands, as he had done, protesting against
certain dealings with land, and the Minis-
ter would write back simply saying that
the protest waz noted. In hiz own case
he found out in the end that the title had
been given to the other man. If a farmer
borrowed money from the Agricultural
Bank, and then wished to obtain an ad-
vance or credit from any other person, it
seecmed unfair that it could not be ascer-
tained how much wag owed to the Agricul-
tural Bank. He supposed the bank would
not give the information.

Hox. R. G. Burees:
it could be found out.

Hox. R. S. HAYNES: Yes; Mr. Piesse
said the information could bie obtained for
1s, A

Mr. Piesse said
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Ho~. C. A. PIESSE said he objected
to being misrepresented. He had not
zaid that the informaiion could be got for
1s. at the Agricultural Bank, He was
referring to advances made on fee simple,
information of which could be got at the
Titles Office.

Hox. R. S, HAYNES: If it was fee
simple that was involved, anyone could
go nnd search in the Titles Office. The
information on Agricultural Bank deal-
inge might be got at the Lands Office,
but he did not know whether the infor-
mation would be relisble. He did nos
see that any person could have any ob-
jection, to showing the amount he owed
to the Government on lands occupied.
Other persons’ indebtedness on land
could be found out at the Titles Office.

Howx. F. T. Crowpkr: But it was not
published broadeast.

How. R. S. HAYNES: No more would
the information desired by the Hom. R.
G. Burges

Tuar CononisL SECRETARY : Information
laid on the table of the House would be
published.

Hox. RB. 8. HAYNES said he was satis-
fied that Mr. Burges did not move the
motion simply out of curiosity. In a
matter such as this, some reliance should
be placed on members who were agricul-
turists and took a great-interest in the
Agricultural Bank; and he, for one,
would certainly follow them whenever
they asked for information. The Gov-
ernment were much too fond of refusing
information and locking the door on peo-
ple making inquiries. Last year he had
to complain about answers given to ques
tions he had asked, and he then eaid he
would support any person who sought in-
formation from the Government, and he
would do so now.

How. W. T. LOTON: Although there
was a wide difference between the Agri-
cultural Bapk which lent public money,
and the ordinary banking institution, still
it did appear unfair to publish the names
of people who had borrowed money from
the former. What good could it do?

How. R. S. Havnes: It would stop log-
rolling.

Hox. W. T. LOTON : It would not have
that effect, even admitting there was any
log-rolling.

[COUNCIL.)
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Hox. R. G. Burgms: The information
wag wapted in order to get the Act
amended. .

Hon. W. T. LOTON: Mr. Burges de-
sired that no money should be loaned to
persons residing outside the colony.
But ruch advances had been made in
the past, and it would have been very
much better to move a distinct motion
that no further moneys should be lent in
that way, the information as to the
amount being given without the names.
Tt was not agreeable to people who had
borrowed—whatever their position might
be—to have the facts published broad-
cast, and Mr. Burges, after this discus-
sion, chould stay hig hand. If Mr. Burges
thought no money should be loaned to
people outside the colony, a motion could
be submitted in that direclion

Hox. R. 8. Harnes: The House would
then be told that there was no necessity
fer the motion.

Hor. C. E. DEMPSTER said he had
always been under the impreasion that
the object of this Bank was to make
advances to bo#a fide settlers in the
colony, who expended the money on
their land, and by those means enhanced
its value and encouraged production. It
was a departure from the intention of the
Act to make advances to people residing
outside the colony, and, if such advances
had been made, it was quite time steps
were taken to prevent them in the future.

Hox. E. M'LARTY said he saw no good
purpose to be served by publishing the
names of persons who had borrowed from
the Agricultural Bank; and if advances
had been made to persons outside the
colony, against the wish of hon. members,
it would be quite sufficient to express dis-
approval. It would be objectionable to
people who had borrowed from the Agri-
cultural Bank to have their names pub-
lished all over the colony. It must be
remembered that money advanced by the
bank could not be spent outside this
country, and if, in an exceptional case, a
non-resident had ebtained a loan, it must
have been for the purpose of improving
land here, because the improvements
must be made before the money was
handed over, o that no great harm could
have reculted. The object of the Agricul-
tura! Bank was to get land under cultiva-
tion, and it did not matter where the bor-
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rower resided, because the money, as he
had said, must be spent in improving the
public estate.

Hox. A. P. Marneson:
of the proceeds?

Hox. H. G. Parsoxs: And why not
know who the borrower was?

Hox. E. M'LARTY: The money was
apent here in actual labour, and the pro-
duce from the land would be brought into
the markets of the colony.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY said his
experience in reference fo obtaining re-
turns from the Government was quite
different from that of the hon. member.
He had always found that the Govern-
ment was ready to give all information
which would be of value to hon. members.

Hox. R. 8. Haryes said that was not
his experience.

Hox. R. G. Burees said he asked for
certain returns last year, and they had
pol been laid on the table of the House
yet.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY said he
did not know what returns the hon. mem-
ber referred to, but his own experience
was that the Government cheerfully sup-
plied all information that was required,
and he saw no reason why the Govern-
ment should withhold any information of
a proper character from members of the
House. Personally, he was only toc
anxious to give what information he could.

Hown. R. S. Havyes said he was speak-
ing of the past.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
amendment seemed to be somewhat ob-
jectionable. If the hon. member would
strike out the names and leave only the
amounts, that would meet the object of
the hon. member who moved the motion.
It was highly objectionable to have the
names of those persons who had borrowed
woney from the Agricultural Bank made
public. and there did not seem to be any
distinction between those persons who
borrowed money from the Agricultural
Bank and those who borrowed from a pri-
vate bank, and the private bank would
commit a great breach of trust by divulg-
ing the names of persons who borrowed
money from. them. The information
which was being moved for would not be
of great value, but he did not think that
Mr. Burges had asked for this information
cut of idle curiosity, but that he had asked

What became
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for1t from a etrong fesling in his mind that
it was improper to advance money to
people outside the colony. He would re-
mind the hon. member that the money
had been advanced for the purpose of
opening up the country, and would re-
sult in good to the country.

Hox. R. G. Bunoes: Nonsense.

Tup COLONIAL SECRETARY said he
still held to his opinion. If the money
was borrowed for the purpose of clearing
land and performing other improvements
on the land, it must at once, and more 80
in future, be of benefit to the country. He
(the Colonial Secretary) had just had
pointed out to him that if a man bor-
rowed £500 he had to spend another £500
in addition, and we should encourage such
persons to spend money. He hoped
Mr. Burges and Mr. Stone would see their
way to leave the names out, and simply
ask for the amounts.

Hox. F. M. STONE said he was willing
to fall in with the suggestion of the Colo-
nial Secretary. He would ask leave to
withdraw his amendment for the purpose
of substituting another.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hox. F. M. STONE moved that the
particulars of the motion be amended in
the following manner:—"1. The amount
paid to all applicants outside the colony
by the Agricultural Bank. 2. The amount
due by such applicants.”

Amendment put and passed. and the
motion, ag amended, agreed to.

DIVORCE AMENDMENT AND EXTEN-
SION BILL.

SECOND READING.

Debate resumed, on the motion for
second reading, moved by the Hon..F. M.
Stoxe on the 17th August.

Hown. A. B. KIDSON: It is with dith-
dence I rise to address myself to the ques-
tion before the House, and I say so be-
cause I think all hon. members in the
House must agree that the manner in
which this Bill has been dealt with by
hon. members who have spoken to it is
such that it leaves little to be added. Mr.
Hackett dealt with it in 8 most admirable
speech, from ome point of view, Mr. R.
S. Haynes has dealt with the measure as
exhaustively as it ts possible for anyone
to do so, from another point of view. For
myself, I do not intend to deel with the
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question in the same exhaustive manpner
from a historical point of view ae Mr.
Hayper has done, because, really, I think
there is very little to be gained by so
doicy; but I do intend to try and desl
w.ch the Bill from & practical point of
view. In the first place, it must be ad-
mitted by all that the marriage contract,
which it is proposed to very seriously
modify by this Bill, is, without exception,
the most solemn contract that any two
persons can enter into; and I ask

hon. members ¢o consider whether,
in view of that fact, it is an
advisable thing to so modify that

contract, as proposed in the Bill, and
to modify it without sufficient consilia-
tion. This gquestion has not been cin-
sidered, to my mind, in as careful a :ir-
per as it should be. That is to say, what
the effect is going to be if the Bill passes
into law. And hon. members should ret
forget that the present contract of .uar-
riage ir one that has existed for hundreds
and hundreds of years, and the present
law of divorce has also existed for hun-
dreds and hundreds of years.

Several Meusers : No.

Hox. H. G. Parsows: It wag passed in
1857.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: I mean the pre-
sent principle in regard to divorce has
exigted for hundreds of years, and there-
fore I ask, are hon. members of this House
going lightly, I might almost say, in a
moment, to sweep away that which has
existed for hundreds of years without giv-
ing the matter proper and due considera-
tion? T say we have not had sufficient
time to consider what the effect is going
to be. I also go further than that, and
state that men cannot possibly separate
the religious aspect of the question from
the State aspect. It is impossible to do
that. It isrubbish for members to stand
up and say that we can deal with the
question from the State point of view with-
out considering the religious aspect. I
ask hon. members to consider for a mo-
ment—I presume hon. members have
taken the trouble to read the Bill, and
they should know, if they do not—what
was the rule that was laid down by our
Lord in the Gospel of Saint Matthew. If
hon. members will take the trouble to read
that, they will come to the conclusion why
divorce ghould be allowed in the case of
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adultery. 1 awm perfectly satisfied with the
reason why. It is ¢lear to me that is the
gole reason which was mentioned by our
Lord in the particular gospel to which I
have slluded, for a man to put away his
wife, and that is to divorce her.

Hor. R. 8. HavvEs : But the wife should
not divorce the husband.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: The same applies
to the wife as to the husband. Hon.
members must use a certain amount of
common sense in considering these things.
With regard to applying it in this Bill,
I would like hon. members to carefully
consider the suggestion put forward by
Mr. Haynes; that is, that this House
should pass the second reading of the Bill
in the ordinary way, and then if they de-
sire to place s woman on an equality witn
man, in regard to divorce, they could do
50, and then cut away the rest of the
grounds for divorce if they like. I ask
hon. members not to be led away by that.
We know that if the Bill once gets into
Committee, those in favour of it will use—
if I may use the term—every subterfuge
to get all the grounds in the Bill passed,
and hon. members will be set off one
against anothery to get these grounds
placed in the Bill,

Hox. R. 8. Havyes: Those are not the
tactice we follow.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: I am sure the
hon. member is nbove that. If Mr. Stone
wishes to bring in a Bill later on to place
the wife on the same basis as the husband,
then, perhaps—I will not say I will—I
might follow the hon. member. Mr.
Haynes has pointed out a. number of hor-
rible cases which have come under hie
notice, and he also stated that all profes-
sional gentlemen practiging in Perth were
in favour of the Bill. Mr. Haynes men-
tioned certain horrible cases, but I state
this, and I think hon. members will agree
with me, that whether this Divorce Bill
becomes law or mot, these horrible cages
will continue.

Hox. R. 8. Havwes: Neo.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: T am glad the
hon. member says “ne.” Does the hon.
member think that this Diverce Bill is to
be the healing salve for all these horrible
cases which he has mentioned.

Hox. R. 5. Hay~es : Women will not be
content to live with brutes.
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How. A. B. EIDSON : This Divorce Bill
will not alter that. This Bill will not
alter human nature, and the hon gentle-
man, when he made the statement, was
aware of that. The hon. member made
another statement ; he said with regard to a
judicial separation, “Look what it is going
to cost—£130,” and he went into details of
& bill of costs which came out of his office,
and which I am sure must have been very
moederate. I will put this question to the
hon. member: does it not cost just as
nuch to get a divorce as a judicial separa
tion? I reckon it will cost just as much to
get a divorce, and I will point out that in
certain cases separation can be obtained
without going to the higher courtz and
paying £150 in expenses. It can be ob-
tained by going to the inferior courts.

Hon. R. 8. Havves : How are you going
to enforce the order? It cannot be en-
foreed in the lower courts.

Hown. A. B. KIDSON : That is the hon.
gentleman’s opinion. 1 have mine.

Hox. R. S. Haynes: Tell us how it will
be enforced.

Hown. A. B. KIDSON: I am not going
to be drawn into a legal disquisition.

How. R. S. Havyes : Will the hon. mem-
ber tell us how he would enforce the
order.

How. A. B. KIDSON : The hon. member
ought to know if he has read the law, and
I am not going to give a legal opinion.
I could do so, but T am not going to
be drawn into doing ro mow. Supposing
the hon. gentleman is correct, and that it
could not be enforced under the Act—
although 1 say the hon. member is wrong
—uwhat is there to prevent the Act being
altered so that the order can be enforced?
There is nothing to prevent it.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: The law ought to
be amended.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON : The hon. member
gave us a very learned disquisition upon
the meaning of the term “habitual
drunkenness,’” and in that definition he
said that a habitual drunkard was a man
who wasted his estate, and therefore the
wife should be able to get a divoree if she
o pleased. I would like to ask the hon.
member what he would do in other cases
in which the hushand wastes his estate. It
does not follow that it is only in cases of
drunkenness that a man wastes his estate.
A man may gamble and waste his estate
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and the estate of his wife and his family.
It is quite clear that is so, and if you
allow a divorce in one case, why not allow
it in another? I should like to refer to
the clauses of the Bill because they seem
lo me to be somewhat absurd. I cannot
for the life of me understand on what prin-
ciple the different grounds for divorce have
been arrived at.

Hon. F. T. CrownEr:
sense.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON : It seems to me to
be exactly the opposite ; the want of com-
mon sense has caused these grounds to be
put intheBill. Tcould quote numbers of
causes—very bad causes—as bad if not
worse than any of those in the Bill ; should
they be grounds for divorce!?

Hox. F. T. Crowner: Give us some of
them.

How, A. B. EIDSON: I will give the
hon. member some of them. Take the
case of the husband—it is not a pleasant
thing to talk about, but these cases no
doubt have come before some hon mem-
bers, and they have come before me in my
professional capacity. Take the case of
the hushand going with & woman and con-
tracting syphilitic disease.

Hox. R. S. Havves: That is proof of
adultery immediately.

Hox. A. B. EIDSON: It is not men-
tioned here as & ground on which divorce
can be obtained, and there are other
diseases, if that will not suit the hon.
wember, which o man might contract
by having connection with women. There
are diseases which might be contracted
by the wife, to my mind more horrible
and disgusting than such a case as that
which T have mentioned.

Hox. J. W. Hacgerr: There is the di-
sease of leprosy.

Howx. A. B. KIDSON: Yes, there are
hundreds of diseases. As the hon. member
(Mr. Hackett) has mentioned, there may
be the disease of leprosy, and there are all
kinds of congenital discases. The hon.
member is not in & position to give an ex-
planation why these grounds are not in
the Bill. I have already dealt with sub-
clause (c), habitual drunkenness. I now
refer to clause (e), which says: —

On the ground that, within one year pre-
viously, the respondent has been convicted of

having attempted to murder the petitioner, or
i of having assaulted bim or her with intent to

On common
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inflict grievous bodily barm, or on the ground
that the respondent has repeatedly during that
period assaulted and cruelly beaten the peti-
tioper,

There may be only one conviction of hav-
ing attempted to do grievous bedily harm
to the wife, and the hon member would
allow the wife to obtain a divorce upon
that ground. I cennot reconcile my con-
science with that. There are cases in
which there may be faults on both szides,
and in a fit of temper s man might pos-
aibly forget himself so far as to commit an
assault upon his wife. If bhe does so, the
hon. member suggeats that it should be
a ground for divorce. After the trouble
is over, the pair might possibly live hap-
pily together for some time, and then, if
they fell out again, the wife could bring an
action for divoree on that ground..

Hoxn. R. 8. Havnes: There would have
been condonation. The hon. member
does not know the rules of divorce, at ail.

Hov. A. B. KiDSON: But the hon.
member has & little bit of common sense..

Hox. R. 8. Havves: I know something
about the rules of divorce.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: I may know as
much about the rules of divorce as the hon.
member.

Hon. R. S. Hayxes: What is condona-
tion, then?

Hon. A. B. KIDSON : If the hon. mem-
bec will consult his law books, he will ob-
tain the information he requires. During
the whole of the admirable remarks that
fell from Mr. Haynes, the hon. membper
did pot attempt once to deal with the
question other than from the State point
of view ; that is, how it affected the State.
I am going to deal with the question from
that point of view. Have hon. members
tried to imagine in their minds what would
he the effect of this Bill upon the puuvue
if it became law? Have hon. members
tried to imagine what effect this Bill would
have on society? I have endeavoured to
grasp the situation, and it seems to me
that it would have a most disastrous effect
on society. The contract of marriage lies
at the root and baais of society, and if
you interfere with that you will interfere
with society. What will be the effect on
the children—1I do not say of to-day, but
the rising generation?

Hox. R. S. Havwes : What has been the
efiect in Scotland?
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How. A. B. KIDSON: ] do not kpow
what the effect has been in Scotland, but
I know what it has been in New South
Wales and Viotoria, and I have come to
the conclusion that it really must have
a most disastrous effect here. It
would, in the first place, encour-
age — that 18 the way it occurs
to my mind, though I may be wrong, but
I am here to express my views, and no
doubt some hon. members will agree with
me—npeople to enter into hasty marriages.
Thev will not enter into the contract of
marriage. after a Bill Like this has been
passed into law, with the same core and
thought as they would at the present time,
and what would be the effect of that? It
would mean this, that people would enter
into these marriages, and, if they found
they did not get on well, all they would
have to do would be to make an arrange
ment under sub-clause (b) of section 1 of
this Bill, to leave each other in order to
obtain a divorce. That would be a very
bad thing. If Mr. Haynes will look at the
matter geriously—if he can do so—I will
ask him is such a thing to be desired? I
submit it is not to be desired. There is
another thing ; it seems to me it will have
this effect, it will lead to collusion between
the contracting parties gsubsequent to the
marriage, if they wish to obtain a divoree.
In sub-gection (b), if the parties wish to
obtain a divorce, it seems to me that it
would be very easy indeed to do so. Then
there is another thing; what effect will
the Bill have on the children? It seems
1o me that tne children of the marriage,
after this Bill has become law, and has
been put into operation, will be placed in
an invidious position. It eeems heart-
breaking to think of the position in which
the children would be placed. The father
and mother, for a aslight cause in some
instances, would obtain a divorce, and
what position would the children then he
in? T think hon. members wiil come to
the conclusion that they would be in a
position which is not to be desired. The
effect of such a Bill as this, in the long
run, would lead to a general laxity on the
part of contracting parties all round.
There was one remark I was sorry to hear
from Mr. Haynes; it was in connection
with the statement he made that if a
man deserte his wife for a few years, he
is hound to go and live in adultery. Ihave
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not the same low idea of human nature
as the hon. member has. There are some
men who might be in such a position as
that, but a man worthy of the name will
not allow himself to stoop to such a dis-
frusting contract as that. That is my
opinion, and I take a higher view of
human nature than the hon. member does.

Hox. R. 8. Havnps: You must walk
through the country with your eyes shut.

Hox. A. B. EIDSON: Perhaps the
hon. member keeps his eyes open, and
sees more than I do. There is another
aspect of the question I would like to men-
tion, and that is, supposing this Bill be-
came law, would it not have a tendency
to turn the marriage contract—which all
members agree is to e great extent a re-
ligious contract——

SevEraL MeMBERs: No.

How. A. B. KIDSON: I may be wroog
but I am entitled to have my view as well
a8 is Mr. Haynes. Would not this Bill, at
all events, have the effect of turning all
marriage contrects into eivil contracts?

Hon. R. 8. Havnes: Ne.

Hox. A. B. EIDSON: I say advisedly
that the vast majority of marriages are
not contracted in the Registrar’s office,
but in church. I ask hon. members to
consider for a moment whether the Bill
would not, as I have said, turn all marri-
ages into civil contracts. The words of
the marriage service would be turned into
& farce if this Bill became law. Hon.
members know what the words of the mar-
riage service are.

Hox. F. T. CrownEr:
them?

How. A. B. KIDSON: I do not go into
that question, but the fact remains that
when persons are married im a church
they go through a ceremony, and make
use of the words put to them in the
church.

Hox. R. S. Ha¥vnes: And the words do
not recognise divorce at all?

Hox. A. B. EIDSON: Never mind
about that. I say that the marriage ser-
vice does recognise divorce to a certain
extent.

How. R. S. Haynes : The marriage con-
tract does not.

How. A. B. KIDSON: There is only
one ground on which the church recog:
nises divorce, and that is adultery.

‘Who framed
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Hor. R. S. Hatnes:
“until death do us part.”

Hown. A. B, EIDSON: The words are
“until death do us part,” but the hon.
member wants to extend the law, and
make those words have less effect. The
words of the marriage ceremony are “for
better or for worse,” and “unti] death do
us part.” Thus, this Bill would turn the
religious ceremony into an absolute farce.

Horv. R. 8. Havxes: You are begping
tha question, altogether.

Hox. J. W. Haokerr: What is the use
of taking the oath?

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: Yes, what is the
use of taking the oath in the face of a
lav such as is proposed in this Bill?

How. R. S. Havwes: You take the oath
and get a divorce under the present Act.

Hox. A, B. KIDSON: Mr. Haynes
tried to make another point, on which he
is wrong. He said that at the present
time there is a tremendous amount of
illegitimacy because of the present Asi.

Hox. R. 8. Havxes: 1 did not say that.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: I so undersioud
the hon, member, but I beg his pardon if
he did not say so. Whether the hon
member said so or not—and I believe my
authority to be good—-illegitimate births
in New South Wales and Victoria are
largely in excess of those in this colony.

Hon. R. 8. Havxes: Because the law
against abortion is enforced there.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: The supporters
of this Bill are endeavouring to perpetu-
aie what has been found in the other
ccler 1es to be a very bad law—indeed I
am told that the Bill is worse than the
Victorian Act. If i8 not as if we ~were
trying to follow on lines that have been
tried and found to work well elsewhere.

7 opposite ia the oase, and we find that
th. judges who have to administer the Aect,
botl: in Victoria and New South Wales,
are the very persons to condemn it as
strongly as it is possible to condemn it.

Hon. R. S. Hayves: Question? Name
the judges.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: 1 say that
judges both in New South Wales and
Victoria- condemn the Act.

Hox. R. 8. Havxes: Name the
judges.

Hon. A. B. EIDSON: I do not want
to name the judges, and surely the hon.

The words are



1162 Dhivorce Extension Bill :

member does not question the judges of
tkose colonies?

Hox. R. B. Hayxes: 1 questim the
statement that, the judges condemn the
Aci. .

Hon. A. B. EIDSON: Well, Chief
Justice Madden does, for one.

Hox. R. 8. Havwes: Sir
Stephen approved of it.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: The Chief Jus
tice of Victoria condemns it most
strongly.

Hon. R. S. Harwes: Well, he is a
peculiar authority te do that, anyhow.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: He may be pe-
culiar, but he is not more peculiar than
the hon. member, who takes an opposite
view. It is a matter of opinion as tc
which is the most peculiar, and I prefer
to rely on Chief Juatice Madden and the
Chief Justice of New South Wales, and
I think hon. members will de the same.
We find the judges who have tried these
cases condemning an Act which is not
so drastic as the Bill now before the
House. What could we have better
than the opinion of those judges, who
surely have the best right to express
their views on the divorge law? No one
here knows better than those judges,
because we have had no experience, and
do not know how the Bill would werle.
No steps have been taken to find cut
how the propcsed law would work; and
we ought not to take a leap in the dark
and be sorry alterwarda Let us be
guided by what has taken place in the
other colonies, where a similar law
works badly. Give the Divorce Act
a longer trial in New South Wales and
Victoria, where perhaps it may work
well in time, though I do not think it
will.  Another statement I understocd
Mr. Haynes to make was that a woman,
if geparate from her husband, must live
in adultery.

How, R. S, Ha¥nNEs: No; I was mis-
renorted in the newspaper.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: I took a note
at the time the hon. member was speak-
1ng.

Hos. R. S. Havves: What T said
was that the judicial separation of =a
woman from her husband was conducive
to living in o state of adultery. The
newspaper report made me say that the
wife, under these circumstances, would

Alfred
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live in a state of prostitution. What
I said was that such circumstances con-
duce to a state of adultery, and 1 re
peat it.

Hon. A. B. EIDSON: The words I
took down as having been said by the
hon. member were that a woman eepar-
ate from her husband must live in
adultery; and I am glad to hear the
hon. member deny that he said that. It
is a good deal worse to apply euch a pro-
pesition to a woman than to a man who
might be separated from his wife for a
year or two. [ do not intend to speak
at any great length. I think I have
dealt with all the points I desired to
touch on, but in conclusion I should like
to say thabt so far—and I believe homn.
members will agree with me—there has
been no demand in this colony for this
legislation. The general public lcok
to this House to check hasty legislation,
and I say advisedly that the Bill is hasty
legiglation. Mr., Haynes may smile, but
I hold my own opinion on this point.
The matter has not been sufficiently
thought out as to its effect, and the
public look to this House to conserve
their interests in such cases.  Would
not the general public be satisfied to see’
this measure postponed until the ques-
tion has been more thoroughly con-
sidered? This House ig constituted for
the purpose of checking legislation that
is calculated to create such a tremen-
dous difference in our social conditions.
I ask hom members to agree with me,
and to vote for the amendment moved
by Mr. Hackett.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: T have de-
termined to support the second reading
of the Bill, and T have not come to that
determination without giving the subject
the very gravest consideration. I recog-
nise that the Bill is one bound to give
offence to a very great number of peo-
ple who hold strong views on the sub-
jeet. For that reason I set to work to
frame my opinion, by carefully investi-
gating the history of both marriage and
divorce from the very earliest periods.
It was only in that way, and by collat-
ing the results which have been arrived
at by the experience of people in the
past, I could reasonably frame an opinion
as to what the effects of this legislation
might be in the future. Having done
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that, and having studied the question to
the extent I did, I was very much sur-
prised at some of the remarks which
fell from the Hon. J. W. Hackett yester-
day. I have carefully noted his words,
and I should be glad if he would correct
me if I misinterpret what he said. To
the best of my recollection the hon. meu-
ber drew attention to the extraordinary
fact, as he said, that the institution of
marriage had in all times and places
been associated with religious sanction;
that whether in ancient or modern times,
whether amongst blacks or whites,
whether the religion was Christian or
Pagan, the ceremony of marringe was
alwaye surrounded with religious sanctity.
1 think that accurately represents what
the hon member said.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: Except the
registrar’s department of modern times.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.
wember was dealing with ancient times
and modern times, and with black or
white races, Pagan and Christian; and
it struck me as remarkable that a gen-
tieman, who is admittedly so well posted,
should stray =0 far from facts as they
are represented in history. I speak, of
course, subject to correction, and when
the Bill is in Committee—if it gets
thero—Mr. Hackett can call my atten-
tion to any mistakes I may have made
in quoting his remarks. But the fact
is, that from the very earliest time the
marriage ceremony has been ope of
either capture or barter. In only ope
instance of aboriginal races, so far as
my researches go, was there any associa-
tion of religious ceremony with the mar-
riage.

Hox. D. McKat: They were savages.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: I am speak-
ing with regard to the races from which
we Saxons have sprung. You may say
they were savages, and they had cer-
tainly not reached the stage of civilisa-
tion we have.

Hox. R. S. Havxes:
pear frequently.

Honx. A. P. MATHESOX: But they
were the Aryan race from which we
claim descent. The only exception I
could find to the rule, as [ have stated,
wans amongst the early Mexicans. They
were the only aboriginal race that as-
sociated the ceremony of marriage with

Instances reap-
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religion. In every other case the mar
riage originated, in the first place, with
seizure and, in the second place, with
barter when the nation became a little
more civilised and began to recognise
the value of the lady.

How. J. W. Haceerr: You find the
religious sanction there all the same, later
or earlier, and I do not recede from my
position one bit.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : I have pre
pared a few notes from the earliest times
to substantiate my statements, and I will
give them if there is any doubt.

How. J. W. Haceerr: I will withdraw
what I have said then.

How. A. P. MATHESON : But I should
like to substantiate my statements, Frow
the very earliest history of the world there
was no such thing as marriage at all
There was a promiscuous sexual union
prevailing.

Hoxn. J. W. Hacgmrr: Will the hon.
member give his authority for these
statements. I am sure they could be
found in an encyclopeedia.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : I can assure
the hon. member they have not been
taken from an encyclopeedia, apd I will
give him authorities later on. I do not
propose to give them now, they would
take too long. Frequent allusion to the
fact of promiscuous sexual union will be
found in the ancient Greek and Roman
writers, and perhaps I had better give
some authorities now. Herodotus refers
to it, and describes this condition as pre-
vailing amongst the Scythinns, the Tamils,
and the Ethiopians: and Strabo even
mentions the Celtic population of Ireland
in the same context. Every one of the
statements can be substantiated. Vero
states that the early Greeks indulged in
the same intercourse. In the early days
it was the case in China, and at the pre-
sent day it prevails amongst the indi-
genous Indisns of California, and certain
of the aboriginal tribes in India. T may
say here with reference to the remarks
about the encyclopeedia, if the statements
ara correct it does not make much dif-
ference where one gets the information.
Information must be obtained some-
where, and even the hon. member, with all
his learning, must obtain hiz informa-
tion somewhere.
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Hon. J. W. Hackrrr: Not second class,
if I can help it.

Hov. A. P. MATHESON: In modern
times the same practice has prevailed
among the Cossacks, and in Syria, and
also among the Hottentots. The sole ol-
ject was the propagation of the human
species 1 may go on to say that by de-
grees the various nations, indulging in the
practice which I have mentioned, acquired
property, and they began to recognise the
advantages of trading their daughters
as a species of property, and the richer
people who acquired more property recog-
nised that as they owned more property
they could buy a more desirable wife
than a poorer man, and the result was
that amongst a large number of races of
Europe and Asia, the practice sprang up
of the father selling his daughter and
the husband buying his wife. This was
recognised as a civil contract of mar-
riage. The wife had a perfectely well
recognised legal status, and there was no
religious ceremony of any sort or kind
connected with the matter.

Howx. J. W. Haceerr: The hon. member
will qualify his information, if he looks
deeper into the subject.

Hov. A. P. MATHESON: I shall be
able to look into the matter later on,
but I think my hon. friend will find that
my statements will be substantiated.

Hon. J. W. Hacerr: I am not going
to substantiate them. I am going to
upset them. '

Hor. A P. MATHESON : Amongst the
races in Europe, and more particularly
amongst the races in Cenotral Asia, the
practice of carrying off a wife prevailed,
and to this day the ceremony of marriage
by capture prevails. The people were
& little rougher; they had less wealth
and fewer laws, and, as a consequence,
when a man desired a wife, he carried
off the lady ; and this practice prevails to
the present day, which the hon. member
will find if he refers to Atkinson and
those who have travelled in Liberia. The
Mongols had a practice of carrying off a
wife, anid the same wpractice prevailed
in New Zealand, T think, but am not
quite certain about that.

Tre Covoxiar SecRETARY: It occurred
with the tribe of Benjamin.
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Hox. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.
member refers me to the Bible. We could
not have a better authority.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: It waa done, they
thought, by the suggestion of the Deity.

Hox. A, P. MATHESON: The hon.
member’s argument, that it was done by
the direction of the Deity, is rather absurd.
A man might steal a pair of boots, and
say that he was moved to do it by the
direction of the Deity. I want to dispel
the impression which Mr. Hackett has con-
veyed to hon. members of this House, that
a religious sanction, and a religious sanc-
tity, were thrown round the ceremony of
marriage ; that is what I want to dispel.
No such religious sanction or sanctity pre-
vailed. Marriage was simply a matter of
contract, where it prevailed at all ; and in
other cases it was a matter of theft, pure
and simple. Throughout Europe, in the
more civilised parts, amongst the Greeks,
the Latins, and the Barbarians, a young
girl was negotiable property, and manr-
riage was simply a sale. Tone Jo-
man law, to which the hop., mem-
ber referred when he was disewsing
the question, confirms my statement in
this very particular. A woman was dis-
tinetly looked upon as a chattel, and was
sold by her father to her husband ; and I
may inform hon. members that to such an
extent did that practice prewvail, that the
father, after three years' desertion of his
daughter by her husband, was entitled to
sell her again.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: He could sell his
son algo.

How. A.P. MATHESON : My argument,
which the hon. member endeavours to
avoid, is that there was no religious cere-
mony in connection with the ceremony of
marriage ; it was simply a matter of bar-
gain. Throughout the whole of Africa,
where the negro races prevailed, marriage
always has been, and is to-day, a matter
of bargain, without a scrap of religious
ceremony surrounding it. In many cases
the chief has also to be paid. Amongst
the Lamas of Thibet, who are the most
scrupulously religious nation of the werld,
it is particularly to be noted, while religion
enters into every branch and action of
their civil life, it is particularly left out
of the question of maerriage; and if the
hon. memhber refers to any marriage in
Thibet, he will see that.
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Hon. J. W. Hackerr: I remember very
particularly reading of & marriage in
Thibet, and it was a religious ceremony.

How. H. Brioas: The Lamas of Thibet
are celibates.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: The Bud-
dhists, the people who worshipped under
them, purchased their wives by barter,
and it is particularly noticeable that the
religious element does not enter into the
marriage at all.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: You say that
exists amongst the Buddhists?

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: Yes, it is &
matter of contract : the same amongst the
Buddhists. It is simply a matter of civil
contract, and the husband is at liberty,
for certain good and valid reasons, to re-
turn his wife.

Hon. J. W, Haceerr: You will find you
ar¢ mistaken. There are five different
ways of marriage amongst the Buddhists.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: The ordi-
nary way is the ecivil contract. In
Eugland a man can have a wife,
and he can obtain that wife by civil
contract. The recognised marriage of the
country is & civil marriage; but if you
like to have & religious ceremony at the
same time, and which perhaps is desirable.
you can do mo, but it does not form a
necessary adjunct of the rites. The only
allusions you can find in the early classica
to the religious observance being asso-
ciated with marriage iz in the case of the
Romans, not very long before the advent
of Christianity. There were three recog-
nised forms of marriage prevailing. Ou»
arises from the continuous cohabitit’on
without any contract or ceremony. cople
living in that state had the right tv cinsm
to be married. Secondly, there was mar-
riage by purchage ; and then there wasthe
third class of aristocratic marriage, rioy
indulged in by the aristocracy, by thz2 lugh
priests of Jove distributing cakes to the
bride and bridegroom’s friends, which
evidently is the foundation and basis of
our wedding breakfast.

Howx. J. W. Hacxerr: A patrician mar-
riage.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : Other mar-
riages were associated with religious rites,
but in no ¢ase was the religious rite neces-
sary for the marriage. I may say, in deal-
ing with the question, that I do not wish
to enter into any side issues, but I wish
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to point out that marriege is a civil con-
tract, and not a religious one. In many
cases feasts and insobriety were character-
istic of the period.

Hox. J. W, Hacgerr: Did you notice
that the feast wos almost elways a reli-
gious ceremony ?

At 6.30 p.m. the PmesipExr left the
chair.

At 7.30 the PresipENT resumed the
chair.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON (resurng) : 1
have said sufficient to dispose of Mr. Hac-
kett's contention that from the very
earliest ages the ceremony of marriage
has been hedged about with religious ob-
servances. That is the point with which
I have dealt, and I hope I have proved con-
clusively the marriage contract was ex-
clusively one of purchase, in which the
wife was treated exactly as if she were a
pieca of merchandise. Now to consider the
history of adultery and divorce. Adultery
with & woman was congidered from abso-
lutely the same point of view. It was an
interference with the husband’s property,
and was punished with the very greatest
severity the law could devise. The wife
was, without doubt, the husband’s most
valuable property. Nothing that the
ancienis recognised exceeded her value,
and they punished any tampering with
that property in the very severest way.
We find that such tampering was almost
invariably punished with death, some-
times by burning alive, and sometimes by
burying alive. Later on, asthe ancients
Leeame more civilised, they saw that the
death penalty was a waste of & commer-
cial article, and a pecuniary penalty was
enforced. That is to say, instead of exact-
ing the penalty of death, the hushand was
compensated for the loas of the chattel,
and he received, what we call now a-days,
substantial dameges. In fact it was not
until Christian times, and then in the very
earliest Christian times, that we find any
objection to divor¢e or any halo of mys
ticism or sacred idea. thrown around the
ceremony of marriage. After the church
took the matter in hand—the Christian
church, because that is the only church
that has not recognised divorce in its very
broadest gense—when the Christian
church took the matter in hand, the mar-
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riage tie was declared indissoluble, and | honourable House » consenting party in

marriage was elevated to the condition of
a sacrament. Dealing as I am with the
historic view of the question only, 1 do nos
propose to go into the question of whether
thal was justifiable or the reverse. 1
stpfy e tion 1t as a fact, and the posi-
tion remains the same to-day. As has
been most accurately pointed out
by Mr. Haynes, the canon law of
the ochurch governs the question of
divorce to day, from the peint of view of
the church, in exactly the same way as it
governed it 400 or 500 years ago. The
church, as a church, sets itself absolutely
against divorce. The church yecognised
marriage a8 a sacrament, and the oanly
breach of the marriage recogniced was the
non-completion of the marriage. By a
legal quibble the church goes on tw
maintain  that if the married par-
tics come within the bounds of con-
sapguinity, as laid down by the canons
of the church, the marriage has
never taken place and may be dissolved ;
and this, as Mr. Hackett very properly
pointed out, is the invariable practice of
the Roman Catholic Church in dealing
with the question of divorce. Now the
Church of England, to the best of my be-
lief, as a church, maintains precisely the
same position. The church has been ob-
lied, by the force of civil law, to recognise
the necessity of re-marrying divorced par-
ties. DBut I believe that any clergymen
who conscientiously ohjects to celebrate
the marriage of divorced persons, under
existing Acts, iz free from any obligation
to celebrate such marriages. In fact, the
Epglish Church distinctly sete its face
against divorce. I want to emphasise this
point for the benefit of hon. members. It
really seeme to me a waste of time for hon.
members to object to this Bill on the
grounds of any religious principle. In
strict logic they have already cut the
ground from under their feet. The day
thev originally accepted any Divorce Bill,
they accepted a complete severance of the
principle of divorce as recognised by the
State, and the non-existence of divorce, as
recognised by the church.

How. R. S. Havwes : The canon law.
Hear, hear.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: Yes; the
canon law. The law of divorce which
exists to-day finda every member of this

opposition to the tenets of the Church of
England.

Hox. R. G. Burers: Oh, no.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: No other
position can be maintained.  This Legis-
lative Council passed, some years ago, an
Act, or confirmed an Act.

Hox. C. A. PiEssg: No; we did not.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : They passed
or confirmed an Act which permitted
divorce.

Hox. R. 8. Hayxes:
digl. ‘
Hox. A. P. MATHESON: Yes, the
Legislature of the country, and I was
assuming hon. members confirmed the
acts of the Legislature,

How. R. 8. Harxes:
duced and passed as an Act

Hox. J. W. Haceerr: There is only
one member of the House now who was
s member of Parliament at that time,

Hon. A. ' MATHESON: And never
since has a member raised or entered
any protest in accordance with his con-
scicnce against the Divorce Act. There-
fore, I say every member here has sat
down and accepted the Act, and accepted
divorce as n principle.

Hox. J. W. Hacekmrr: Or want of
principle

Howx. A. P. MATHESON : Tf the hon.
member likes, or want of principle ; but
I should regret to find that any member
of the House is absolutely devoid of
principlee.  'What is the object of the
Bill  The object ia, a8 Mr. Havnes has
very properly pointed out, to facilitate
divorce. Divorce up to recent times was
an extremely difficult and expensive
thing io obtain. The Legislature of
Great Britain failed to see why the privi-
lege of separating oneself from an objec-
tionable wife or husband shoull be con-
fined to the very wealthy classes, and
that Legislature provided an easy method
by which an individudl, with a reasonable
sum of money, is able to obtain the
same privilege as the wealthy. All that
the members of this House are now
agsked to do is to extend fhat privilege
in a perfectly reasonable and legitimate
way, and io what I maintain is in the
direction required by the necessities of
the present era. The only point on
which hon. members differ from me logi-

The Legislature

It was intro-
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cally is as to whether or not the re-
quirements of the present day demand
an extended form of the Divorce Act;
and I maintain they do.

Hox. A, B. Kmpsox:
of opinion.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: It is o
matter of opinion ; and I trust the House
will not be debarred from tfaking the
subject into consideration. I do not in
the lenst euggest that hon. members
ghould in Committee pass clauses which
appear to them objectionable. But let
members, at any rate, take the matter
into consideration. Do mnot let them
refuse to consider the question, simply
because the Legislature of Great Britain,
as suggested by an hon. member, has nol
been in advance of us.

Hox. A. B. Kipsox: We are consider-
ing it now.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : Consider the
question in Committee, and deal with
the clauses on their merits.

Hon. J. W. Hacrert: TYou always
argue that, on every Billyou arein favour
of. This is the fourth time this session
you have used that argument.

How, A. P. MATHESON: I shall cer-
tainly use the argument on any Bill I
am in favour of, and I assume every hon.
member would do the same.

Hox. J. W. Hacrerr: In the hope of
squeezing the whole thing through.

Ho~n. A. P. MATHESON: I certainly
hope to squeeze the whole thing through.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: That is quite
honest.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: I hope the
Bill will go into Committee and be
passed without the clauses to which I
tnke exception. There are portions of
the Bill on which I lay no very great
stress, and there are minor portions of
the Bill, to which I am in opposition.

How. A. B. Kwsoxv: Very munor.

That is a matter

Hon, A. P. MATHESON: That will
be apparent in Committee.

Hox. A. B. Emson: The Bill will
never get there.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: It would

" only waste time to go into those points
now. I beg hon. members not Lo reject
the consideration of this Bill because it
differs from Acts in force in the other
colonies.  Mr. Hackett has pointed wut
that by passing this Bill we ghall be in-
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troducing a greater divergence into the
Acts at present in existence on the ques
tion of marriage and divorce, than there
already is.  Mr. Hackett says this Bill
goea further than the Acts in the other
colonies ; but he has, on the other hand,
admitted that most of the colonies differ
from each other. And in England, Scot-
land, and Ireland we find the marriage
lawa all on different bases. Which of
these different Acts are we to bring our-
selves into line with? Which shall we
accept as the best Act?

Hor. A. B. Ewsox: The Bill does nut
follow any of them.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: That is
exactly what I say—we should not fol-
low any of them. Let us endeavour to
be in advance, and not behind the
others. Let us endeavour to meet the
necessities of the age, and prove we have
some originality in this coleny. We
should not hang on submissively to the
tail of the other colonies and Great
Britain.

Hov. J. W. Hackerr: Hear, hesar.
'ghat is the whole thing he wants us to

a.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: I propose
to deal with the various reasons given
in the Bill as grounds for divorce. It is
nerfectly clear that the chief object of
the Bill is to enable the wife to obtain
divorce on the same terms as can the
husband.

How, F. T. CrowpeEr: And justly too.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: The reason
why the wife is not in the same position
a3 the husband, is owing to the facts I
have already pointed out. Up to recent
times the wife wag simply considered as
o chattel.

Hox. R. S. Hayses: She had no exist-
ence in law until recently—1870.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: She was
gold by the parent or guardian to the hus.
band, and became the husband’s property.
In law she received no damage if the hus
band neglected her, or had counection
with another woman. But on the «ther
hand, as his property, it was a heinous
crime in the eyes of the law for any out-
giue party to interfere with her. Now, I
agk the members of the House whether
thcy are prepared to perpetrate that
al uze of the woman's position?
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How. J. W. Hackerr: That is not the
reason given by the Epglish lawyers.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: Are hon.
members going to meintain that woman
to-day is a chattell

How. J. W. Hackerr: That is not the
reason given by the English lawyers.

Hox. A. P, MATHESON : I do not carc
what the hon. member says about English
lawyers, I am arguing logically from
the position of historical fact.

Hox. J. W. Hacerr: That is not his
tory.
Hon. A. P. MATHESON: The hou.
member may say it is not history, but 1
maintain it 1s history, and my opinion is
supported by my researches amongst the
best authorities.

Hox.J. W, Hacrerr: No. Divorcewas
refused to the woman because it tainted
the inheritance. That was the primary
reason why woman’s offence was con-
gidered more serious than the man's—it
tainted the inheritance, while the man's
offence did not.

Hox. 'A. P. MATHESON: 1 bhelieve 1
am stating facts when I say the reason
the woman is put in that position is be-
cause the House of Lords only recognised
her status, as I have described, at the
time when the Divorce Bills had to go
through the Houses of Parliament, and
her position has remained the same to
this day. I believe that was the case,
though I speak subject to correction, as
I am not & lawyer. I maintain that I
am perfectly justified in saying it is simply
the continuance of a bad custom that go-
verns our action in this matter to-day.

Hox. R. 8. Harves: It was in 1801
that & woman first pot a divorce in Eng-
land.

Hox. J. W. Hacrerr: But the reason
for woman’s position iz not that stated.

Hon. R. S. Hayxes: Authorities say it
is.

Hox. A. P, MATHESON: The other
grounds of divorce in the Bill are shortly,
desertion for gix years, imprisonment for
five years, and insanity for three years.
Now, I consider these are good, arguable
grounds for divorce, for moral reasons.
I do not wish to go to any extreme length
in dealing with this question ; but every
member of the Houge must be perfectly
well aware of the position which either a
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man or womaen occupies who is debarred
from intercourse with the husband or the
wife during long pericds. Of course,
there are many people with whom moral
restrictions would have weight, but,
equally, there are numbers of people
with whom moral restrictions would have
no weight whatever. Yet as man and wife,
people are separated by law, or for other
reasons, for long periods, and are actually
obliged, if they wish to have intercourse
with the rest of mankind, to do so illegiti-
mately. I maintain that from the point
of view of the State—I may be wrong
again, but I maintain I am right—it is

. much more desirable that people in that

position should have facilities affarded
them of legit/matising connections they
form.

How. C. A. Pigsss:
another divorce.

don. R. S. Havxes:

Sary.
Hon. A. P. MATHESON : It would be
wore desirable to legitimatise their ¢on-
nections rather than they should
have illegitimate connections I con-
ceive that the stigma cast in the case
of children of divorced parents would
oot be half as pgreat as the
stigma which falls to the lot of
unfortunate children who are born of
women occuping an irregular position,
owing to the cause which I have already
described. The Legislature of this colony
ought to take this point into grave con-
gideration. This is one of the reasons
why . urge the Bill should go into Com-
mittee. I know hon. members, to a
large extent, have very strong feelings
against the Bill, but I do not think they
can have carefully weighed the pros. and
cons. The easiest way for them would
be to discuss the Bill clause by clause in
Committee,

How. C. A. Piesss: Not if we know it.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: An hon
member says, “Not if we know it.” That
proves very small confidence in his case,
or in the stability of his argument.

Hox. C. A. Piesse: Have we not heen
discussing the Bill?

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: The other
grounds of divorce proposed in the Bill—
habitual drunkenness, attempt to mur-
der, and habitual cruelty—are more open
questions in which no morality ie in-

And getting

Yes, if neces
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volved. They simply resolve themselves
into a question of humanity, which
I do not propose to discuss. But
Mr. Hackett gave one very curious reason
why the discussion of this Bill should
pot be proceeded with. He said the Bill
was imperfect, inasmuch as there did not
appear in it a ground for divorce pro-
vided in the Acts of many other coun-
tries. I speak subject to the correction
of"the hon. member.

Hon. J. W. Hacgerr: That is some-
thing like what I said.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON :  If that be
80, then let the hon. member move that
the Bill be amended by the insertion of
such a clause as he indicated

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: 1 mentioned
that as o reductiv ud absurdwm,

Hox. A, P, MATHESON ; No, not inthe
least as o reductio ad absurdum.

How. J. W, Hackerr: You misunder-
stood me.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.
member suggested that a clause making
incompatibility of temper a ground for
divorce, should be inmserted in the Bill.
I am afraid T could support that ton-
tention only if the hon. member were
prepared to agree to the incompatibility
of temper being proved for a number of
years. If we refer to the records of the
Roman law on the subject, we find that
divorce by mutual consent was a frequent
practice, and there were several methods
of obtaining that divorce.

Hox. J. W. Hacrerr: The Roman ‘aw
wig the most liberal law for divorce,

Hox. A. P. MATHESNN: There were
rther countries that provided for divorce
by mutual consent, especially the
Mahommedan. The Mahommedan reli-
gion prevails over a larger portion of the
world, with the exceptions of the Chris-
tians and the Buddhists, than any other,
and the Mahommedans accept mutual
consent as a reason for divoroe.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: There is a
plurality of wives there.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : That I would
peint out does not affect the legal status
of the principal wife as principal wife,

Hox. J. W. Hacrerr: It shows the
standard of morality. .

Hon. A. P. MATHESDON : 1 quite agree
with the hon. member, but we believe
our religion is right, and the hon. mem-
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ber will find that the Mabommedans
thoroughly believe that their arrange-
ment is right, and just as strongly. A
great deal has been seid upon the
subject of divorce, to the effect that
it is admitted that it is contrary to
thz tenets of the present Christian
Church; but that is the only church
throughout the world, as far as I can as-

cerigin, that holds this objection to
divorce.
Hox. J. W. Hackerr: You do not

think it the worst church for that.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: I maintain
it i3 the best ehurch, but as a matter of
argument as to oractice I would wish tr
point out that the ancient Jewish Church,
on which the Christian Church is based,
recognised divorce to its fullest extent.
As the hon. gentleman has referred to
divine inspiration, to quote his own words,
it the hon. member refers to the book r
Deuteronomy at the 24tk chapter, and the
first and second verses, he will find the
husband is authorised to get rid of his
wife, not for adultery, not for any great
offence, but if she does not find favour 1»
his eyes. Does the hon. member denv
the divine inspiration .of the old Testa-
ment?

How. J. W. Hacgerr: What do you
mean by inspiration?

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: Exactly
what the hon. member meant.

How. J. W. Hackerr: I did not use the
words, because I do not understand them.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.
member, in referring to marriage by
capture, referred to the fact that accord-
ing to the Book of Deuteromomy wives
were carried off by divine inspiration.

Hox. J. W. Hacgerr: I did not use
the words.

nox. A. P. MATHESON: If the hon.
member did not use the words, he con-
veyed the same meaning.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: I said they be-
lieved it was the suggestion of the Deity.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: Well, tre
words the hon. member used were “azrcs
tion of the Deity.” I say the Book nf
Deuteronomy, in my opininn, was just rs
much written by the suggestion of the
Deity as the capture of the maidens =as
suggested by the Deity.

Hov. H. Brigas; If the hon. member
will read the Book of Deuteronomy, he
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will see that it was for uncleanness that a
man could put away his wife.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : The first and
secend verses of the 24th chapter of Deu-
teronomy say i —

When a man hath taken a wife, and married

her, and it come to pass that she find no favour
in his eyes, because he hath found some un-
eleanness in her, then let him write her a b
of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and
send her out of his house. And when she is
departed out of his house, she may go snd be
another man’s wife.
I am not prepared to argue exactly what
the hon. member wishes, but I assume that
the words were used in the sense of some
blemish in the woman.

Hon. J. W. Hacrerr: Or the violation
of religious ordinances.

Hox. A. P, MATHESON: I am pre-
pared to take the Bible asit is written, for
the purposes of my argument. | an not
propose to detain the House much wnagor,
but I would peint out that this B dees
not go nearly so far as the prasticz in the
older countries. For instance, in Scotland
there was no obstacle to the wife obtain-
ing a divorce for the same causes as the
husband could divorce the wife. With
that fact before hon. members, they
should not refuse to pass a Bill which has
that provision for its principal object.
And I speak again subject to correction—
I do not know whether it is still Lthe cnse
—=a marriage could be declared oullified
if either party should prove impotent.
This Bill does not go nearly as far as that.
Numerous other instances might be
quoted.

How. J. W. Hackerr: That is already
the law,

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : There is one
other point I gshould like to deal with. Mr.
Hackett challenged those who were de-
bating this question to prove the advan-
tage of divorce over judicial separation.
That is a distinet point which he wants
amswered. The advantagesin the interests
of morality are too apparent to need much
accentuation. No dombt, there are a
large number of people—I may say a ma-
jority—who have suffizient sir-tuoth of
mind to stand up against the temptation
when separated from their partner during
a long period. But I can conceive nothing
more likely tolead to immorality than the
fact that a nerson should be compelled to
remain single for long terms of years ; and
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the experience of hon. members muat tend
to confirm the view, whether they like to
admit it or not.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: Then you oughi
to compel all celibates to get married, in
the cause of morality.

How. A. P. MATHESQN :
Sparta that was the law,

Hor. J. W. Hackerr: It is not se in
the Christian Church.

Hox. A. P. MATHESUN : That is one
vf the points on which the Christian
Church may be different. This is not a
religious question, it is a civil question
in which the Church has thrust its finger
It is absolutely impossible for some men
and women to remain celibate and chaste
I hope and trust the majority of the in
habitants will be able to do 80 ; but there
are n minority who have not the same
steadfastness of purpose, for whom we
should legislate if necessary, so as to meet
the necessity of that minority.

Hox. A. B. Kwson: Ig this Bill going
to be a cure?

Hon. A, P. MATHESON: Did the
hon. member ever find any medicine
which would cure everything? Medicine
is very good, and alleviates a disease, and
if we can alleviate the trombles of these
persons we should do so.

Hon. R. G. BurcEes:

In ancien-

This Bill would

spread it.
Hox. A. P. MATHESON: I deny that
abgolutely. Mr. Hackett wanted to

know what was the argument in favour
of divorce against senarntion.

Howr. J. W. Hacrerr: That they mav
indulge the animal side of their nature,

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: Indulge the
animal propensities which they ecannot
resist in the minority of cases; and in
order that the children of these alliances
might be regularised, because it iz a
shame that the children of these connee-
tions should go into the world without a
name, when the mere passing of a Bill
like this would alleviate the position.

Hox. J. W. Hacgerr: Tt will not
touch one in a thousand.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: These are
my views on the subject. T would give
those neople a chance.  Mr. Hackett
has said that the result of this Bill would
be that marriame in this colony would
mean no marriage in another colony.
and legitimacy would be a question of
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latitude, and that the stain of illicit
birth would fall on the innocent. 1T fail
to see on what portion of this Bill he
bases his argument. A divorce in this
colony, having been once proclaimed
divorce, would be a wvelid diverce
throughout the world, as far as I under-
stand it. 1 do not suppose that the
hon. member would maintain that a di-
vorce in this colony was not good in any
other country.

Hox. J. W. Hacrerr: We will not
arzue the question of domicile, that is
a large one.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: I want to
know what the hon. gentleman meant
by saying that a marriage in this colony
would be no marriage in any other
calony.

Hox. J. W. Hacrerr: Mr. Haynes got
what T meant correctly by his interjec-
tion. You have got hold of the wrong
end of the stick.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: I could
hardly have invented such a phrase.
The hon. member made those remarks,
but T maintain that a divorce in this
colony would he a divoree throughout
the world. Tossibly when the Bill is
being discussed in Committee, the hon.
gentleman will be able to explain what
he meant by the sentence I have quoted.
As to Scotland, I may say in this con-
nection, there has been a tendency
on the part of members to eniffi and
sneer at the number of illegitimate
births in Scotland. I may be able to
explain to a large extent how that arises.
The reazon is this, that from the earli-
est period of which we have any histori-
cal record in Scotland, especially in the
North of Scotland, the system prevailed
of what wae called “hand-festing.” It
was an arrangement entered info, a
temporary alliance of pecple in certain
classes, and was as binding as a mar-
riage could be. I do not want hon
members to imagine that this connec-
tion was made between a member of
what we micht call the gentry and a
woman of a lower order ; that was not the
case. But in the history of the High-
lands of Scotland there are numercus
instances of “hand-festing” among mem-
bera of families in the same social status,
and 1t orevailed amongst all classes of
the people, and to-day the people stand
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by it.  Amongst the lower orders in
Scotland, and especially in the High-
lands, such o system as that has heen
considered perfectly justifinble, and in
many instances after the birth of a child
the connection has bLeen consscrated hy
warriage in the ordinary way. DBut the
first child in every one of these cases
was born an illegitimate child. That is
why the proportion of illegitimate births
in Scotland is greater than it is in Eng-
land.  A¢ to France, I would like to
correct an inadvertent mistake made by
My. Havnes. In France, within the lasi
three or four years a Divorce Act has
been established, in consequence of the
trouble that arose from the absence
of a Divorce Act in the past.

Hox. H. BRIGGS: 1 have anly n few
words to say on this subject. I shall not
atlempt to deal with the guestion at anx
areatf length, beeause I think it is unneces-
sary. The hon. member who preceded
we has gone through the history of mar-
ringe and divorce from almost prehistoric

times, and he has mixed up with
it & lot of legendary knowledme,
aad a lot of other knowledge, with
the evident desire to make |us

acquainted with the question ; butall this
we have little to do with. What we have
tc consider is the Bill before the House,
In the remarks T am about to make I
shall only just touch on one or two things
spoken of by hon. members, and which
require a little more emphasis. I
thoroughly agree with much that Mr.
Hackett said, and also with a great deal
of what Mr, Kidson hassaid, andI think
ell the members who have spoken on this
matter have spoken so very fully. that
it only remains for those who now spenk
to gather up the threads or emnhasise
points upon which there has heen a little
misdirection. We have listened for a
long time to the early history of marriage
as & matter of cavture and barter, but 1
wiil take hon. members further back than
that. When marriage was instituted in
the Garden of Eden, woman was hrought
to man to be a help-mate for him, and
they twain hecame one flesh. That is
the whole hasis of the marriage contract.
It does not require any priest or anv re-
lizious ceremony : only I acree with Mr.
Hackett that there is a kind of intuitive
religion amongst all nations, that this
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contract should be surrounded with an
amount of dignity ond religious cere-
mony.

Hox. J. W. Hacrrrr: To distinguish
iy from the union of wild hensts.

Hox, H. BRIGGS: That is so, I
think. I do think that in all ages people
bave surrounded this one contract of
their lives with some religious ceremony,
and an amount of dignity, as it is an
important contract. Mr. Hackett spoke
of the question of incompatibility
of temper being mede a ground
of divorce. I may say that this is
really the logical deduction from ali other
questions, and I may mention that
one of the greatest prose writers—John
Milton—wrote a pamphlet containing
fifteen or eighteen chapters on this sub-
ject, and in these chapters he speke in his
learned and mensured manner of the re-
lations of mnn and wife: and the great
ground of all his arguments was that the
original contrnct in Eden was that the
woman was to be the help-mate for man,
and when she was no longer fit for him
th: marriage should be broken. No doubt
that was biassed because John Milton had
an unhappy home.

Hox. A.P. Marugsox: I am quite pre-
pared to meet you an that point.

Hox. H. BRIGGS: John Milton wrote
tins grreat tract nnd published it for the
Azgembly in the time of the Common-
wealth. No doubt he looked at his home
a great deal, and he said when woman
was not fit to live with a man, then there
should be a separation. In the time of
the Commonwealth that pamphlet ap-
peared before the public. We have heard
a great many hon. members learned in
the law on this question, and, as on many
other questions, they differ n great deal.
Not only do they differ, but their practice
ig in direct variance with the principles
enunciated. I will direct the attention
of Mr, Haynes to one of the greatest law-
yers who ever lived-—Cicero—and this
is what he said: “The first bond of soci-
ety is the marriage tie, the next is the
children.” And yvet this eminent lawyer,
who we would say nowadays led the
eourt in a great case, after living with his
wife for thirty years, and after his wife
had borne him children, divorced her
and married a youne woman. Those
are his principles, and I have told
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you what his practice was. There was
another point that was mentioned. Mr.
Stone, in a clever and clear way in intro-
ducing the Bill, stated that he would not
touch on religion. I say that religion
is at the basie of this question, and as
somme eminent lawyers have spoken, I
will tell the House what an eminent
English judge said—Sir James Fite-
Stephen.  He said, “God is more pal-
pable in law courts than in churches.”
And now God’s primal law of marriage
is ostensibly sought to be repealed, from
the very seat of justice itself.

Hox. R. 8. Havnes: Sir James Fitz-
Stephen never sat in the divorce court.

Hox. H. BRIGGS: It was in a discus-
sion that he used these words. T am
not going to answer every epeaker in a
connected way; I am just going to deal
with points here and there. Even on
& low ground it is the duty of the State
to respect the marriage bomd; by safe-
guarding social order and the rights of
inheritance and alimony. The united
States are trying to get away from the
regulations they have now; they find
the evil of them.  Under British rule I
will give an instance of pentlemen
learned in’ the law who have had their
feelings harrowed with hearing cases
hrought before them ; cases showing all
the vices and sorrows and evils which
may be found in this colony with its
170,000 population. T alse will give
you the opinion expressed by twolawyers
—two learned judges—whohavehad the
iniguities of the British Kingdom brought

“into their minds in an unusual manner.

When the Divorce Act of 1857 was passed
into law, the first judge under the Act
was Sir Cresswell Cresswell. He had
brought before him all the accumulation
of the antecedent years, and the judge
who succeeded Sir Cresswell Cresswell
wag Lord Penzance. This is what they
gnid ahout the Divorce Act: “The family
is the greatest of all social questions.”
I will not quote at length what these
judezes say, but I will put it in this way:
Both Sir Cresswell Cresswell and Lord
Penzance, with unrivalled experience of
the effects of modern divorce legislation,
have publicly confessed their adhesion
to Lord Stowell’'s words, that the general
happiness of the married etate is secured
by its indissolubility.  There yon have
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the first judge under the Divorce Act of
1357, and the second judge, both of them
saying, after having had the villainy
that it was possible to accumulate in a
number of years poured into their minds,
after having heard cases in which brutal-
ity, and c¢rime, and wickedness, were
upperwost, after all this experience their
conclusions are that the general happi-
ness of the marriage state is secured ty
its indissolubility.  There is another
point as regards the usages of the
churches.  Speaking in this House, we
do not belong to any one church. At
any rate we are not supposed to belong
to any one church. In this colony there
are the Anglican Church, the Church of
Rome, and the Greck Church. We have
many Greek fishermen at Fremantle,
Hox. R. G. Burees: And in Perth too.
Hox. H. BRIGGS :. I dare say. At any
rate they form a portion of the people of
this country. The uszages in these churches
are different, but it is everywhere held by
them that, except in case of adultery, mar-
ringe is indissoluble. In the Roman
Church both parties to a divorce are for-
bidden to marry during the lifetime of
either. That is a canon of the Council of
Frent. The Church of England never con-
templated the re-marriage of divorced par-
ties, though it does contemplate judicial
separation.  Married adherents of the
Church of FEngland who are sepa-

rated are enjoined by Canon 107
of AD. 1603, to live chastely
and continently, and neither may

marry during the lifetime of the other.
The practice of the Eastern Church, which
we understand as the Greek Church,
is that the innocent person is al-
lowed to re-marry, while the guilty
person is regarded as incapable of
re-macrying :  and the same rule is
applied ta Christian churches in eastern
countries in communion with Rome. 1
am =peaking of church rules which
guide a vast number of the inhabitants of
this colony. The present Divorce Act fol-
lows on the English Act of 1357. Itis a
very bad thing when the church forbide
you to do certain things as o Christian
mnan, and the State by law allows you to
do those very things. It is better when
the law of the State and the law of the
church harmonise; and I say the Eng-
lish Divorce Act of 1857 has had = cor-
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rosive and evil effect, as I shall show pre-
sently, on English society since that time.
Howr. R. 8. Havnes: And yet there has
been no attempt to amend it.
Hox. H. BRIGGS : 1n regard to the at-

| titude of the English Church, to which I

belong, many wembers have expressed
their opinion ; and the more I have looked
into the subject—and 1 have looked into
it a great deal-—the more doubt I feel
'Lhe majority of the bishopsin 1857 voted
in favour of the present Englieh Divorce
Act. A High Church bishop intreduced
that Divorce Act, which followed on the
system of Divorce Bills in Parliament so
fully described by Mr. Haynes. At the
Convocation of Canterbury, a report was
presented in the Upper House by the
Bishop of London, and in that report we
read : —

The Lambeth Conference of 1888 considered
the matter in the light of Seripture and ancient
custom, and expresséd its mind in three reso-
lutions which, theugh they bave been guated
by the committee of the Lower House, we think
it well to yuote again:—1. That, inusmuch
a5 vur Lord’s words expressly forbid diverce,
except in the case of fornication or adultery, the
Christian Clurch cannot recognise divorce in
uny other than the excepted case or give any
sanction to che marriage ol any person who has
been divorced contrary to this law during the
life of the other party.

There are other regulations in the report
which T shall not read to hon. members.
1 will, however, read one extract, which
is under the imprimatur of that most
broad-minded archbishop, Dr. Temple.
In the encyclical letter of the Lambeth
Conference of 1897, the archbishop said :

The maintenance of the dignity and sanctity
of marriage lies at the root of social purity,
and, therefore, of the safety and sacredness of
the family and the home. The foundation of
its holy security and honour is the pre-
cept of our Lord, “What therefore (God hath
joined together let not man put asunder.” We
utter our most earnest words of warning against
the lightness with which the lifelong vow of
marriage is often taken, against the looseness
with which those who enter into this holy
estate often regard its obligations, and against
the frequency and facility of recourse to the
courts of law for the dissolution of this most
solemn bond.

That extract shows clearly the mind of the
uajority of the bishops of the English
Church on the subject. I dare say there
are many members who have read the
words of one of the inost learned and most
devoted of Inglish bishops. This is a
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bishop who might not be expected to use
the words I am about to read, but I think -
it is fair to quote his words in order to
show that the canon law of the Church ¢f |
England is far wiser, and stands on sounder
foundations than the mere opinion of any
one bishop. These are the words of the
Bishop of Lincoln : -—

Nevertheless the argument from Seripture |
seams to me such that 1 cannot regard marriage
as absohutely indissoluble. The excepting
clause in St. Matthew's Liospel must, it seems (o
me, limit the general statement of St. Mlark
and St. Luke.” Such would bs the cenclusion o1
my own mind, aod when ¢ consider the weight
of authority of our greatest Biolical scholars 4
dare not put it aside. Such was the conclusion
come to by my most learned and saintly prede-
cessor, Bishop Wordsworth, whose learnmng is
known to all of us. His mind more than almost
any man's was imbued with the spirit of boly
Seripture and the writings of the early fathers;
and yet be felt that ne could not regard the
bond to be indissoluble. Then there are the
writings of the Bishop of Gloucester. Ve atl
unceasingly admire the width of his learning
and the pains he takes to bring us to the exact
truth. 'Chen, again, we have the conclusion o
his great predecessor, Bishop wLightfoot, and
Archhishop Trench. All these agree in saying
that in the case of adultery the marriage bond
may be dissolved and the innocent party. at
least, allowed to marry again. The responsi-
bility of opposing their judgment is very great.

| give that extract to show there cre
certain learned '7ihops of the English
Church who view the matter differently
and more liberally than the canons or law
of the Church itself. Where there is
such a doubt, 1 simply mean to rest my
opinion on the ground of authority. I
think that the church coliectively is in
all ages wiger than the wisest exponenta
of its doctrines; just as the House collec-
tively is wiser than the wisest member,
at eny one time. The older sister
church, the Roman Catholic Church, is
very astute in all its worldly concerns ;
it knows the innermost workings of
men’s hearts. There are no clergy whe
know more of the inner mysteries and
seerets of private family life. And yet, with
all that intimate knowledge of human
nature—net in small populations like
our own, which could be put in a corner
of one of the great cities of Europe—
that great church, knowing all the weak-

nesses and evils of hnman pature
says, “We will stand fast by the
words of the Master; it is safer ,

to make marriages indissoluble, and :
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suffer the present evils, than to relax
the marriage tie and; thereby, it may
be, create no end of other evils”
Uu the ground eof suthority, therefore,
1 shall vote for the amendment moved
by Mr. Hackett. There is just one other
argument, or reference, I should like to
protest against. Mr. Heynes stated
that, if a man was away from home for
say ten years, that might be taken as
absolute proof of his having committed
adultery. 1 maintain there are persons
who have the gift of continence; and I
protest against the common error that
persons who live single lives must of ne-
cessity relax control over their moral
hobits and fall into sin.

Hown. R. 8. Havwes: I did not say
absence was absolute proof of adultery; I
said it was presumptive proof, and to my
mind almost absolute proof; and I re-
peat the statement.

Hox. H. BRIGGS: I accept the correc-
tion. I thought, from the strong way in
which the statement was made, that it
cas$ a slur on a number of noble men and
women who have taken vows of celibacy.

Hox. R. 8. Havwes: I did not refer tn
women at all, but to men,

Hox. H. BRIGGS: I refer to the sub-
ject, because there are only two bachelors
in the House. I felt the remarks could not
apply to me, and I wanted to defend M.
Hackett, who, having already spoken,
has no right of reply.

Hox. J. W. Hacrgrr: | am very much
obliged.

Hox. H. BRIGGS: I heard the wetro-
politan Bishop of Sydney, Dr. Barry, give
an addrees in the Cathedral of I’erth on
thia very subject, and he stated clearly,
as one having experience amongst young
men, that, because a person was not
married, it was not to be assumed that
person got his pleasure in an unlawful
way; for sexual commerce iz mot a
neeessity  of life. T said a littde
while ago that the relaxation of
the marriage laws in 1857 has
given rise to a vast amount of
wickedness and crime, even crime which
is almost unmentionable.  Our news-
papers are crowded with advertizements
which would seem to indicate that the
“regularity-restored” business is flourish-
ing; and one can scarcely pick up a
paper without seeing accounts of fearful
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crimes. Why I mention this unsavoury
subject is beceuse it has been said in
the course of the discussion on this Bill
—not in this House, but in another place
—that the class who would be assisted by
tlus measure would be the lower class.
But lately in Englard a Dr. Collins was
found guilty of illegal practices, and the
jury brought in a rider deploring “the
growing tendency on the part of cer-
tajn sections of the community who, as
proved by the evidence in this case,
availed themselves of their marital rights,
b tried to evade the responsibility arie-
ing therefrom.” Im passing sentence
the judge expressed regret that in those
ranks of society which possessed by far
the largest share of the advantages con-
ferred by education, culture, and refine-
ment, those practices were most ram-
pant. This showed the evil practice
was more abundant amongst the wealthy
people, who could pay the price for beld
and skilful villains to assist them in es
caping the responsibilities of married
life, than mmongst the poorer classes,
ffor a long tine there was no poorer
class in the British dominions than the
Irish peasantry, and yet there is no
chaster cluss than the peasantry of both
Ireland and England. Poverty and license
do not always run together; wealth and
luxury and license are more frequently
found combined. Iwill conclude these re-
marks with a quotation from one who
has evidently studied the question:—

It was predicted in 1857 by those who op-
posed the Divorge Act that, in course of time,
the old bond of the family life would be dis-
solved, and with it would disappear the sense
of responsibility attaching to the married state.
And this has come true. A new generation has
been born accustomed to the idea that marriages
can be dissolved at will ; and, if so, then that
the married state involves po moral duties, The
lesson that the past week enforces is plainly
this, that every decent mun and woman should
work, not only for the preservation of the bigh
standard which the church enjoins, but for the
removal from the statute-book of this corroding
law of divorce,

I beg to support the amendment moved by
Mr. Hackets.

Hox. H G. PARSONS: T must
congratulate the House on the high tone
the debate has taken, and also Mr. Briggs
on the valuable support he has given to
the Bill. T am unable myself to begin my
remarkg with the Deluge, but I would just
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like to say a word in regard to the Roman
law on the subject. It seems to me a

. parallel may be drawn between the Roman

iaw on divorce and the Romanlaw as to
real property. The latitude given by the

. Romans in divorce was followed by &

natural revulsion when Christianity, with
the canon law, came into power; and the
introduction of equity showed a similar
revulsion against the Roman law, which
was much too strict in regard to real pro-
perty. I look on the canon law as going
as much too far in one direction as, in my
humble opinion, equity went in another,
The best way is to arrive ab a compromise
in such matters as divorce, as is rapidly
being done in the blending of equity and
common law, and is rightly being
done in such matters as marriage and
divorce. We have had many authorities
quoted, most of them, however, of the
nature of the exception which proves the
rule. Lawyers, like clergymen, are most of
them, at bottown, convinced that divorce
should be permitted. I believe honestly
that most clergymen, of whatever denomi-
nation, are very half-hearted in their op-
position to divorce, and that they only
take the stand they ere obliged to take for
purely professional reasons. Clergymen
and lawyers are best acquainted with the
misery, sin, and crime, consequent upon
a want of adjustment of the divorce law to
the exigencies of modern life and civiliea-
tiou, Milton, Madden, Cicero, Fitz-James
Stephen, and many other authorities have
been quoted. Milton, though a good poet,
was an utterly bad husband, and is
about the only poet opposed to di-
vorce.  Madden is a brilliant ex-
ception in his profession, and about
the only judge we have heard quoted
in opposition to this legislation ; and he
ha 1 particular reasons for taking the view
he did. Cicero was as bad a husband as
he was a lawyer, and as bad a lawyer and
husband as he was & man, and he really
cannot count. Fitz-James Stephen, whose
opinions I have the deepest reapect for,
was particularly qualified, as shown by his
conduct in the Maybrick case, to deal with
any case in which women were concerned,
and he, most of his life, was distinctly in
favour of divorce. I donot wish to be un-
conciliatory, but one thing in the course
of the debate which strikes an impartial
mind is that we have many well-meaning
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hon. members trying to throw the odour

of sancity around the sub-clauses of clause

1, and say, “Those whom God hath joined
together, let no man put asunder,” even
when & man has been guilty of adultery,
desertion, drunkenness, or is insane. [t
may be found necessary in Comittee to
abandon some of the proposed grounds ol
divorce, though I am in favour of abandon-
ing none. I cannot see why the State, ns
o whole, should wish for a man or woman
to live with a wife or husband who has
been guilty of adultery.

How. C. E. Devpster : Why should they
marry anyone elsed '

Hon. R. S, Havxes : Why not!

Hown. H. G. PARSONS : Divorce may be
taken either as a penalty or a privilege, and
both ecclesiastical and civil lawyers have
often been at a loss as to which light to
regard it in, If it be a penalty, let it be a
penalty on the erring party ; if it is to be
8 privilege, let the party in the right have
the advantage of the privilege. But in
either case where would be the advantage
of penaliging anybody? Let us regard the
question from the woman’s point of view,
because, to a large extent, that is the
point of view which we must take.
Legislation of this kind is intended to
remove the remajning restrictions which
have been on women from the
timc when real property was the only
thing considered; when every social
consideration was sacrificed to purity of
descent, because of the entailing of the
land. Speaking as & Tory in principle, 1
think it is unfortunate that siate of so-
ciety has passed away; but, as it has
passed away, let us give women the bene-
fit of her position. If a woman gets a
judical separation, how is she to live?
W= may give a woman a judicial separa-
tior and allow her to sink or swim ; but
i Australia particularly we ought to ad-
just the law to the social conditions of
the country, We know perfectly well that
women, almost of every class, are not in
a position to maintain themselves, should
they either through the fault of them-
selves or the fault of their husbands, he
judicially separated. A woman, under
the circumstances, has really to choose
between infamy and starvation. Inmost
cases she has to maintain the children,
aud she inevitably drifts into evil courses
or the direst poverty. Take the two ex-
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| treme cases as presented in the marriage
laws of [taly, and the marriage laws of
| the United States. Italy has been enti-

rely under the thumb of the Romish

Church, and no divorce is permuitted there
| at all ; and we all know the social state of
Liuly. [ have lived there o good deal
myself, and have seen the regular system
of women having other men than their
husbands attached to them. The other
extreme is found in America. There you
tind a system of divorce which is a scandal
and a disgrace to the civilisation of the
United States. But that is no reasen why
we here should not legislate and adapt the
law to our own social conditions. The
corditions of the eastern colonies are be-
ginning to apply more here. There is a
large Hoating population in Australia,
amongst, which there are many men who
leave their wives without maintenance.
These women mZy be left for five or six
years, and it is common knowledge what
happens in the absence of their husbunds.
In such a country divorce should be pos-
sible for married persons who are deserted,
because, otherwise, immorality must pre-
vail, Deserted women, in order to regu-
late their position, should have a chance
of taking another partner. No woman
ought to live without & man to regulate
h:r life and pay her bills. I am no be-
liever in the “new woman.” The Council
of Trent may have known the conditions
of Europe in their day, but the Council
of Trent did not know the modern condi-
tions of Western Australia or Australia as
s whole, We must recognise facts, and
uot be slaves to any particular dJdcgmia,
church principle, or prejudice. The sub-
clauses of clause 2 are so many chapters
of misery too solemn to jest over. Surely
it is not desired that people under the
circumatances  therein  confemplated
should live together. It is undesirable
that scrofulous or insane people, or habi-
tual drunkards showid breed children. If
a man sent to goal was good enough for
his wife to stick to him ; ghe need not avail
herself of the Bill; but if o man was so
barl a character that it was found neces-
sary to isolate him from his fellow memn,
surely it would not be contended that an
unfortunate woman should be bound to
a criminal for life. Under such circum-
gtarces the bargain iz “off.” The canon
law wasbarbarous and & revulsion against
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the laxity of the Roman law ; and now
the pendulum is swinging the other way.
In spite of the English Chureh, or the
modern Protestant Church, we are com-
mitted to the principle of divorce. The
Church of Rome has found a very good
modus vivendt in dealing with marriages
a3 no marriages. And we know how the
Muhommedan Church, which is a wiser
church in many social matters, arrange
these matters. If ome follow the Old
Testament we know the inevitable result.
Leaving all these things aside, as we in
this colony are bound to de, we ought to
covsider the facts as we find them, and,
i the interest of good citizenship, it is
our abzolute duty to go at least as far as
the Bill proposes. Where a union has be-
come abgolutely unholy and unwhoélesome
—where a umion has become a public
menace and a private source of misery—
gwe the woman a chance. Give her a
chance of starting life afresh with another
partner; and do not offer her the
wretched hyproorisy of a separation;
which, in the long run, only means misery
sud crime. This appeal I make &s
solemnly as I can to the House.

Hon. R, G. BURGES: T move that
the question be now put.

Motion put and negatived, and the de-
bate continued.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE : I am much dis-
appointed at the attitude taken up by Mr.
Hackett in this matter. He appears to
have taken & stand throughout the Bill
from a purely academical point of view.
He has regarded this question from a
theoretical standpoint. Are we to regard
the question as of importance from
a practical standpoint, or are we to stand
afgr off and leok at it? This Bill has
passed through what is termed the popular
Chamber.

Tae Presioext: The hon. member
should say “another place.”

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE : And as it has
passed through another place it is entitled
to a great amount of consideration
at our hands. I was surprised to find that
Mr. Hackett, with all his knowledge and
education, should have dealt with this
question from the standpoint that, if this
Bill is allowed to become law, the moral
tone of the colony will be depreciated.
1 do not think he can find an instance, at
any rate he did not quote any instances,
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to show that. We have had the statement
made that Victorid is worse than it was
before its present divorce law was passed.
That is simply o bare statement unsup-
ported by evidence, and it is not sufficient
to convitice hon. members that the system
which prevails in that colony is absolutely
wrong. This statement was made by Mr.
Hnckett, when, I believe, that hon. mem-
ber has only visited that colony—I should
think about three times—and if Mr.
Hackett had been prepared to attach any
weight to his agsertion so 88 to convince
this House,he would have brought forward
some statistics to show that his gtatement
was borne out by fact. Following in the
debate we have Mr. Kidson, whoiga mem-
ber of & body that recognises divorce as
far as the husband is concerned. He be-
lieves that the husband should have all the
rights and the wife none. He is prepared
to pass a law allowing women to hold pro-
perty ; he may discuss the question and
be in favour of extending the franchise to
women. We extend the powers of women
by giving them seats on local boards and
educational beards, and yet members are
prepared to keep woman continually under
this one disability, that she cannot separ-
ate herself from her husband who has been
unfaithful to her., We have an attempt
in wnis colony to place woman on the same
political platform as man, and yet some
members will not place her on the same
moral platform. When any attempt is
made to place woman on the same moral
platform as man, why should that attempt
be burked? It smacks of unfairness that
this disability should be allowed to
remain on woman. The Bill in itself is
not perfect ; no one has suggested that
any Bill that has ever come to us is per-
fect Our practical experience shows
us that every measure requires some
alteration or amendment before it leaves
our hands. There is one clause in thiy
Bill on which I would spend the whale of
wy energies in aupporting and striving
to bring into existence. That is sub-clause
(o) of the first clause of the Bill, to give
woman an absolute equality as to the
fidelity or otherwise of her husbend. I
know that a considerable section of this
House are opposed to other portions of the
Bill, but are in favour of the sub-clause
that I have mentioned. Should hon mem-
bers be mervous of their strength, and
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thus refuse to allow the measure to go
into Committee] Hon. members would
throw the just moral rights of woman aside
because there are ome or two clauses in
the Bill thai they objeet to. If hon. mem-
bers had the courage of their convictions,
they would carry this Bill into Committee,
and then eliminate those clauses to which
they have objection. Members bhave the
right to throw this Bill out if they like ;
they bhave the right to say to the women
“You have still 1o stand on a plape lower
than us.” If that is to be the moral
standpoint to be approved of by this House
which is supposed to be past the sudden
passions and influences that assail others
who have not arrived at the calmness of
this Chamber, then we are not altogether
fit for the position we are supposed to oc-
cupy. We have it from Mr. Kidson that
the Bill has not ‘been sufficiently con-
sidered. This very ground in sub-clause
{a) to which I am referring has been under
consideration for a long time. 1 do not
know whether it has been under considera-
tion in this colony, but it has been under
consideration in the colony from which 1
came—New Zealand—for fifteen years.
The subject has been discussed in other
colonies, and this Bill is the law in other
colonies, therefore the question must have
been under consideration in this colony
for a number of years. The Bill has been
before the House for a fortnight; it kas
been fully discussed elsewhere. The dis
cussion has been published in the Press,
and it has also appeared in the Hunsard
reports of the colony. To say that there
has not been sufficient time for the con-
sideration of this Bill is nonsenge. Its
very weakness should be its strength. A
further idea has been impressed on the
House by Mr. Kidson, that if the Bill be-
eame law, it would alter human nature al-
together. A Bill that would raise one
portion of humanity to the equality of
another cannot have such an effect as that
which the hon. member anticipates, It
would not alter human nature for the
worse. To give freedom toa woman who
is tied to a man who has been unfaithful
to her cannot deteriorate human nature.
The argument used by the other side—
because I may state now I am going to
support the second reading, and T am going |
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(a)—against the Bill has been to show
that hon. members are afraid to discuss
the measure in Committee, and are afraid
to go through it clause by clause because
they fear that sub-clause (@) might be
carried against them.

Hox. D. K. Corepon:
the Bill.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE : It is a tribute
to the intelligence of the House that all
members do not take the same stand. We
might as well have a Bill brought in and
vead a first time and members say we do
not want it, although they have not read
a clause of it. Judging from the remarks
of the hon. member, he has not read the
Bill, and it would be a great amusement
to the House if, when we go into Com-
mittee, the bon. gentleman were asked to
explain the Buu. clause by clause.

We do not want

Hox. D. K. Corvepox: I am not
a lawyer.
Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: A man does

nat require to be a lawyer to do that. I
was struck by the forcible argument ad-
vanced by Mr, Briggs, and I quite agree
with him that in a certain way the reli-
gious aspect cannot be separated from this
subject, It has been imbued into our
natures to look om the marriage contract
as a religious contract. A woman has a
prejudice against marriage anywhere ex-
cept in a church. A man might be glad to
go to a registry office and get married,
but a woman objects to that. When Mr.
Hackett wished te discuss the church’s
attitude towards the law, he admit-
ted that the church allowa divoree,
but it objects to the re-marriage
of divorced parties. Mr. Briggs has
given us a quotation from many
eminent divines—I think five emi-
ment divines of the Angliecan Church—who
all hold with the principle of divorce,
which is the primary object of the Bill,
and yet hon. members say, “Although the
Bill allows divorce I will not vote for the
second reading of it. I will vote to have
it thrown out.” We cannot expect that
those who view the question of marriage
from an independent standpoint can enter
into all the agpects of the cage. In dis-
cussing this question thereshould be some
amount of experience. Those who have
children have a better oppartunity of dis-
cussing this question. They can look at

tu support the Bill containing sub-clause | the sub]ect from a better point of view,
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and especially a8 to what will probably
become of the children of divorced
parents. It has been said that when
parents are divorced, the children
have a stigma cast on them. This was
brought forward as an argwment, but I
say that the statement is without founda-
tion. It is without a single fact to support
it. Anyone who has had any experience
of life knows that there are many divorced
persons living in Perth and in the other
colonies, and that no stigma rests on
their children, who suffer no disability
through the separation of the parents. Of
course the separation of the parents is a
disability. There is the loss of opportu-
nity of advancement in the world, in the
cagé of children being with the
mother ; and where the children are with
the father there is the loss of home com-
forts. It is idle to come forward with
an argument and say the children of
divorced parents, if properly divorced, will
suffer from the stigma of the divorce.
The argument was brought forward for-
cibly by Mr. Hackett, and it loses the
whole of its point when we look at it from
that standpoint. There is no doubt that
had Mr. Hackett, in an earlier peried of
his life, indulged ir matrimony, and was
now the father of children, he would have
looked at this question from a very dif-
ferent point of view from that which he
looks at it now, and he would have seen
that no stigma aitaches to the children of
divorced parents. It seems to me that
Mr. Hackett’s address on this subject was
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not had some experience cannot speak on
this subject in the same way as those who
have children, and look at it from that

. atandpoint.

Hox. J. W. Haceerr: You want me to

' get married and then to get divorced.

Hox, F. WHITCOMBE: If the hon
member did get married, he would not
argue in the same strain that he argued
last night. I he did, it would not be long

. before the hon. member’s wife would get 8

divorece. [ do not think Mr. Hackett,
when he comes to consider the actual
grounds for divorce, will object to the Bill
going into Committee. I am satisfied he
is not averse to giving a woman her rights

. to be on an equality with her husband.

That is a right which has always been
denied her. Those who support the Bill

" on clerical grounds must support it as far

as sub-clause (z), unless prepared to
desert the clerical standpoint and go back
to the feudal standpoint. At present

‘ a woman can get o judicial separation,

which is worse than if she remained in her
present state, If I had anything to do
with the Matrimonial Causes Act, I should
do away with judicial separation alto-

. gether, and only have divorce; and I
. should provide that the cowrt eould order

a certain amount for a woman's support
after the divorce. When matters come
to such a piteh between husband and wife,
that separation becomes necessary, it is all

. but impossible that these tweo will ever

too academical to be of any advantage ta

ue. It was too academical altogether. It
was, however, clever and learned, and
showed a great deal of research; and al-

tion can be obtained through research,
that information cannot be applied unless
there is some amount of practice. Mr.
Hackett brought forward some arguments
which were pretty and nice to listen to,
in favour of throwing out the Bill sud-
denly. I have extracted from John Oliver
Hobbes this statement : —“Beware of the
tyranny of a false ideal—an ideal based
on an unré¢al knowledge of human nature.
It will gear your soul with hot iron.” T
will ask the hon. member to apply that
caution to his actions in the future, and
he will find that it will be of great advan-
tage to himself. = Members who have

come together egain, and a divorce might
just as well be granted. The Bill really
turns, I take it that it is intended to turn,
on the question of whether a divorce
should be granted to a woman or mnot.

' That is really what it comes to. Hon.
though a considerable amount of informa-

members have said, “Throw it out this
year, and bring in another Bill simply
containing sub-clause (¢).” If thatisthe
idea of hon. members, it is our duty to
put this Bill into Committee, and pass 't
so as to include sub-clause {(a), and sub-
clause (2) only. The Bill can be reduced
in Committee. The objectionable
grounds can be struck cut, and I believe
it is the unanimous opinion of the House
that sub-clause {(a) should become law.

Hox. C. A. Presse: Subject to the
opinion of the cquntry.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: Do bon. mem-
beiz suppose that if Parliament weut to
the country on this one issue, the
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country would be against it. Members
in this Chamber are su-nosed io represent
the property owners of the whoie of the
colony, and hon. members know that if
a Bill embodying sub-clause (4} was sub-
witted to their constituenis, it would be
passed without a disseniient vote, ex-
cept that dissentient vote came from
socalled men who would rather
that the Bill =should not come
into force, as they might ¢hen be
turned out of their homes. Those op-
posed to the Bill are afraid lest one hon.
member—I won’t mention the mame—will
insist when the measure gets into Com-
mittee upon having sub-clauses (8), (),
(¢) and (¢) passed, or the Bill would be
wrecked.  That seems to be a foolish
stand to take. It is an exhibition of
weakness, and I cannot understand hon.
members taking that stand.

Hoxy. R. G. Burees: Who mentioned
that /

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: It has not
been mentioned in this House, but it has
beer. mentioned in this building. There
is . certain fear that if the Bill goes into
Committee, hon. members will not be able
to stop at sub-clause (z). I am surprieed
to hear that, and I am surprised that hon.
members will shield themselves behind the
whole of the Bill lest they shall not be able
to accept only a portion of it. Hon. mem-
bers admit that the Bill is right, that n
certain portion showd be passed, but they
are afraid to allow the measure to go into
Committee lest they should give more
than they desire to. There iz o matter I
wculd like to refer to in clause 2. The
principle that is introduced allows, in
the event of a dissolution of a marriage,
the court to restrict the offending party
from marrying again during the life of
the other party. [ do not think that is
a good principle, or that it would operate
fairly. 1 would rather like to see it put
in another form, to give the court power
in the event of a decree for disselution
of marriage, to follow wp the law;
but if the enormity of the offence is not
5o great and the court is of opinion that
it should prant the divoree under this
Biil, then the court should have the
power to go on with the case under the
present Act and grant a judicial separa-
tion. In all these things we ghould
gei at the desired object as far as
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we con, gradually educating public
opinion un to the necessary standpoint.
Although I do not like judicial separa-
tion, I would like to see the court given
power, in refusing a dissolution of mar-
riage, to order a separation on terms to
be laid down. I would also like to sce
a further power given to the court to
provide for the custody of the children
for a longer period than is at present al-
lowed. Children of o tender age at pre-
sent can be, and in many cases are,
ordered to the custody of the mother,
but, after a certain age, they, as a rule,
are awarded to the father, with the right
to the mother to have interviews from
time to time. In a gross case, I would
like to see power given to the court—in
order to emphasise a power which may
exist, but is very seldom used—to deprivc
the offending parent of all rights to the
custody of the children, but, at the same
time, to compel the husband, if unfit to
have their custody, to meke sufficient pro-
vision for their maintenance. We have
heard from Mr, Haynes that, as a rule,
the alimony ordered is not paid through-
out the whole term. That, T suppose, is
one of the chances that has to be taken
in a country where it so easy for & person,
under the crder of the court, to avoid the
performance of that order. I suppose
that, without exception, this colony is
one of the easiest in the world to get
away from. '

Hox. R. . Buress:
watched.

How. F. WHITCOMBE: I know the
boats are watched, but still people are
allowed to slip through, and of this I have
had some experience, to my cost. 1
would like to see such a provision as I
have indicated, which would make the
Bill more perfect, although it might give
rise io greater opposition than is ex-
pected to the measure as it stands now.
I am not in favour of the whole of the
grounds for divorce given in the sub-
clauses, but insanity should be retained as
a ground for divorce. Even if after a
lapse of time a person be declared re-
covered and harmless, it would be danger
ous to allow marriage relationship to be
resumed, because there might be added
to the population unfortunates practically
insane, or with n tendency to inmsanity

The boats are
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from birth. There are therefore two sub-
clauses of clause 1, with which membets
ought to be quite satisfied to agree, and
yet there is an objection to allow the Bill
to go into Committee. I urge hon mem-
bers to have the courage of their convic-
tions, and if they are satisfied, as T know
they are, that one clause at least in the
Bill is esgsential to the restoration of the
natural and proper rights of woman, they
will allow this Bill to go inte Committee,
and then, if it be thought proper, strike
it all out except sub-clause I.

On the motion of the How. F. T.
CrowpzR, the debate was adjourned until
Thursday, 1st September.

WWINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT BALE
AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative As-
sembly, and, on the motion of the How.
R. S. Harnes, read o first time.

JURY BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration in Committee resuraed on
new clause moved by the Howx. R. 8.
Havwes, as follows: —"The verdict of a
jury shall not be set aside or interfered
with upon the grounds that the verdict
is against evidence, or the weight of evi-
dence, or that the damages awarded are
excessive or insufficient, unless the court
hearing the application shall unanimously
so decide.”

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) said he regretted he could
not support the proposed new clause.
Mr. Haynes suggested that on application
to the Full Court to set aside a verdict
on the ground that the verdict was against
the weight of evidence, or that the
damages were excessive, the court must
be unanimous. Therefore, if two judges
should be of opinion that the verdict was
wrong, and one that the verdiet was
right, the opinion of the minority would
prevail and the verdict stand. Even if
the judge who tried the case should con-
gider fhe verdiot against the evidence,
and another judge should agree with him,
y:t if the third judge should consider
otkerwise, his opinion would preveil, and
the verdict stand against the opinion of
the other two judges. The circumstance
that we had only three judges required
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that the judge who tried the case should
sit in Full Court; and, therefore, if the
judge who tried the case, and upon whose
summing up the jury found the verdiet,
should think the verdict not against the
weight of evidence, or not excessive, his
opinien would fail against the two other
judges. The Judicature Act and rules of
practice were based on the English Act
and rules, but in England the rule now
wag that a judge who tried a case should
not sit in the court to which an applica-
ticn was made to set aside the verdict.
Nevertheless, there was mo such rule in
England as Mr. Haynes sought to estab-
lich here. There was much more
rengson why there should be no such
rule here, where - the judge him-
gelf who tried the case might be
the minority to overruls the opinion of
the other two. Mr. Haynes, in speaking
on the subject previously, mentioned there
was a Provisional Court to which appeals
were made in England; but he (the
Colonial Secretary) was informed on good
authority that the Provisional Court had
been abolished for about two or three
years.

How. R. 8. Havywes: No.

Tune COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
law wasg practically the same here as in
England, appenals being referred to the
Full Court, with the difference that the
judge who tried the case did not sit.

Hox. R. 8. Harvwes: The Colonial

'Secretary had either misunderstood his

authority, or the authority had misunder-
stood him.

Hon.'F. T. Crowner called attention to
the fact that there was not a quorum pre-
sent.

WANT OF A QUORUM,

The CratkrMAN having found there was
not &4 quorum present,

The PresipenT resumed the chair;
and there still not being a quorum, he de-
clared the House adjourned until the next
gitting day.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House was thus adjourned by the
Pursioeyr at 9.50 pm. until the next
day.



